FADE | N:
EXT. OCEAN SURFACE - DAY
CHRYON: PHI LLI PI NE SEA, MACRONESI A.

Tranquil, blue, a gentle wind kicking up soft swells. Picture
perfect. That's when FOUR M SSI LES burst out of the water
and charge towards CAMERA.

THE M SSI LES
as they speed along the surface,
turning as they slice through the
air so we can see the distinct UEO
LOGO.

EXT. DYSKTRA BASE - DAY

CHRYON: PALAU | SLANDS, MACRONESI AN ALLI ANCE SUB REARVAMENT
BASE.

A small, Southern Alliance mlitary settlenment on a rocky
shore. A sub is docked at port.

| NT. CONTROL ROOM - DAY

MARA, 20s, a junior SA officer, sits at a console, talking
to BROCK, 50s, her superior, who stands over a coffee pot,
pouring hinself a cup. His face is as scarred and weary as
hers is fresh; he wears a patch over one eye.

MARA
Si x nonths of basic training. A year
st udyi ng advanced conbat techni ques.
And they stick ne on this rock.

BROCK
Li ght duty on an island paradi se out
of harms way. Cotta be rough

MARA
| need to be tested in battl e.

BROCK
Qur next battle's gonna be four
seconds of nuclear flash and four
centuries of fallout.

MARA
Easy for you to say. You' ve seen
conbat .

Brock touches his eyepatch thoughtfully.



BROCK
Yeah, |'ve seen conbat.
(then:)
There isn't going to be a war, Mara.

MARA
We cane cl ose over the Nexus Col ony.

BROCK
And bot h sides pull ed back. Bourne
isn't a madman. Neither are the people
running the UEO. No one wants a war --
it would nean arnageddon.

Mara | ooks away from him annoyed -- and sees sonething on
her console. She | ooks up at Brock in disbelief.
MARA
Ch ny Cod.
BROCK
What is it?
MARA

I ncom ng mssiles. Cayton Warheads.
(then, shaken:)
| npact in 40 seconds.

Brock and Mara share a long | ook. He swall ows hard and,
shaki ng, drops into a chair.

BROCK
Get nme central comrand.

She hits buttons on her consol e, and the VI DSCREEN cones to
life with the visage of SA COWANDER JACK DALTREY, 40.

BROCK ( CONT' D)
This is Dykstra Base, Pal au Isl and.
We are under attack by UEO M ssil es.

MARA
I mpact in thirty seconds.

| NTERCUT W TH:

EXT. ALLI ANCE HQ - DAY

CHRYON: Macronesia Central Conmand, New Australia
| NT. CENTRAL COVMAND - DAY

COVWANDER DALTREY, 40 and hard, stares in disbelief at Brock
on the Vidscreen.

BROCK
Repeat, we are under attack by UEO
m ssi | es.



DALTREY
| npossi bl e.

LI EUTENANT ABRAMS checks his sensors.

ABRANS
Satellite tracking confirns. Four
UEO SSN-52s heading directly for
Dykstra base.

Daltrey | ooks hard at Brock and Mara, know ng they're about
to die.

MARA
Twenty seconds.

DALTREY
(to Abrans)
Alert the President.
(to vidlink)
We have confirmation. |I'msorry.

MARA
Ten seconds. N ne. Eight.

Brock | ooks over his shoulder at her, then directly into the
vid-1ink.

BROCK
Pl ease tell nmy wife | --

That's when the central conmand vi dscreen goes to SNOW as

EXT. DYSKTRA BASE - DAY

THREE M SSI LES hanmer the cliff, blow ng the base apart.

Anot her M SSILE hits the docked sub and the wharf, BLASTI NG
THEM APART. Wen the snoke cl ears, nothing but BURNI NG RU NS
are left... and on the tw sted, snoking sub sinking beneath
the oil-slicked, fiery surface, we CUT TO

| NT. CENTRAL COVMAND

Brock stares at the dead vidscreen.

ABRANS
Sir, 1'"ve got the president's chief
of staff on the line. Wiat do | tel
hi nf?
BROCK
Tell himWrld War 111l has just begun.

And on Brock's grimvisage, we:

FADE QUT.



END OF TEASER
ACT ONE FADE IN

EXT. UEO HEADQUARTERS - ESTABLI SHI NG ( STOCK)
CHYRON: NEW CAPE QUEST. FORT GROVE
| NT. CONFERENCE ROOM - DAY

MGath sits at the end of a | ong conference table, alone and
deep in thought, as Hudson marches in. Cearly, he has cone
here in a hurry. He stops, taking in the enpty room

HUDSON
| rode a junp-jet here fromthe South
Paci fi ¢ because you said we had a
status 1 energency.

MCGATH
W do.
(then:)
Sit down, Captain.

Hudson does. McGath ainms a renpte at the VI DSCREEN and we
see the ruins of Dykstra Base.

MCGATH ( CONT' D)
Si x hours ago, four SSN-52s destroyed
an Alliance sub rearmanment base in
the Phillipine Sea, killing all 200
peopl e stationed there. It was an
unprovoked attack, |aunched w t hout
war ni ng of any ki nd.

HUDSON
Who' s responsi bl e?

MCGATH
W are.

Hudson stares at McGath in shock.

MCGATH ( CONT' D)
W told the Alliance that it was a
tragi c accident -- a conputer
mal f unction caused a renote, autonmated
siloto fireits mssiles.

HUDSON
Was it?

MCGATH
That's what you're going to find
out.

McGath points the renpte at the screen again. Now we see a
MAP OF THE MARI ANA TRENCH



Hudson | ooks at McGath in disbelief.
clicks a new picture onto the Vidscreen:

MCGATH ( CONT' D)
The m ssiles canme fromour base in
the Mariana Trench, deep in
Macr onesi an wat ers.

HUDSON
W don't have a Mari ana base.

MCGATH
Oficially, that's true.

McGath ignores it and
The MARI ANA BASE

a M SSI LE- LADEN STRUCTURE gi nbel ed on SPI DER- LI KE LEGS whi ch
carry it slowy over steep and difficult terrain.

MCGATH ( CONT' D)
Unofficially, we dropped a nobile
weapons station into the trench a
year ago, armed wth | ong-range
m ssiles and nucl ear warheads. It
was only supposed to be used if
tensions with the Alliance flared
into a global conflict.

Hudson, disgusted, | ooks McGath in the eye.

McGat h turns away...which confirnms Hudson's suspicions.

HUDSON
O to launch a first strike.

gl ances at the enpty chairs in a new |ight.

HUDSON ( CONT' D)
That expl ains the guest |ist. Wat
happened down there?

MCGATH
Si x nonths ago, Mariana mssed their
first schedul ed burst transm ssion.
We've sent two ships to investigate,
bot h never reported back.

Hudson stands up, his disbelief turning to anger.

HUDSON
You're telling nme there's soneone in
that trench with his finger on the
nucl ear button and you haven't tal ked
to himin six nonths?

MCGATH
Not just anyone.

Hudson

A PICTURE of man in his 50s, appears on screen. Patton-esque,

he exudes strength of character as well

presense.

as a strong physi cal



HUDSON
Adm ral Aaron Vanal den

Hudson is clearly unsettled by the revel ation.

MCGATH
We're counting on you to bring him
out .

HUDSON

And if he refuses?

MCGATH
You have 24 hours to take that base --
by what ever neans necessary.
O herwi se, SeaQuest is ordered to
destroy it.

And on Hudson, grimy regardi ng Vanal den's stony vi sage, we
CUT TO

EXT. SEAQUEST - ( STOCK)
as a SHUTTLE returns to the |aunch bay.
| NT. SEAQUEST - CORRI DOR

Henderson turns a corner to find Dagwood in m ddle of the
corridor, crouched over sonething.

HENDERSON
Lose sonet hi ng?

DAGAOOD
Found sonet hi ng.

She | eans over himto see... A COCKROACH on the fl oor.
D sgusted, she raises her foot to step on it.

HENDERSON
Al | ow me.

Dagwood hol ds his hand over the cockroach.

DAGWOOD
No!
HENDERSON
Dagwood, it's a cockroach
DAGWOOD
It didn't do anything to you. Wy do
you want to kill it?
HENDERSON

Because it's digusting.
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Dagwood | ooks at her, not getting it. She sighs and crouches
besi de him

HENDERSON ( CONT' D)
Cockroaches infest our food, breed
by the thousands, and can nmake us
all very sick
(gl ances at bug:)
In fact, I'"mgetting sick just |ooking
at it.

DAGAOOD
Wuldn't it be nicer to put it in a
container and set it free when we go
ashore? That way we won't get sick
and he doesn't have to die.

Bef ore Henderson can answer a BOOT | ands on the bug. W PAN
UP to find Capt. Hudson standing there.

HUDSON
| want to see you both in the ward
room Now.

He marches on. Dagwood stares at the floor, stunned. Henderson
puts a consoling hand on Dagwood's back.

HENDERSON
Sorry, Dagwood.

She hurriedly follows after the Captain. After a BEAT, Dagwood
follows. CUT TO

| NT. SEAQUEST - WARD ROOM

Hudson addresses Ford, Brody, Lucas, Henderson, Fredricks
and Dagwood. MARI ANA BASE is on screen, as well as service
phot os of Vanal den, and PAMELA LOPER, 30s, trim fit, and
very mlitary in a perfectly-creased uniform

HUDSON
The base and its 120 peopl e are under
the command of Adm ral Aaron Vanal den
Hs XOis Panela Loper. They are
both career mlitary officers with
spotl ess records. W don't know what's
happened there, but we can't rule
out the possibility they've gone
rogue.

He points to the mssile tubes on the base.
HUDSON ( CONT' D)

Wth fifty nucl ear warheads at their
fingertips.



FORD
That's enough firepower to w pe out
life on a small continent.

LUCAS
Li ke Australia, for instance.
(to Hudson:)
That was the idea, wasn't it?

HUDSON

W aren't here to debate politics,
Ensign. Qur mssion is to neutralize
t hat base and prevent a war.

(then, to all:)
" mtaking an assault craft up the
trench and relieving Vanal den of his
command... if he's still alive.

FORD
Why not take SeaQuest?

HUDSON
Because | need you here to destroy
the base if you don't hear from ne
i n--
(gl ances at watch:)
Twenty hours.

HENDERSON
But there are over a hundred people
on the base, sir.

HUDSON
And there are a couple billion who
will dieif heignites a world war.

Hudson lets the gravity of the situation soak in anong his
crew, then:

HUDSON ( CONT' D)

Wbl enczak and Dagwood, you're with
me. | don't know what condition the
base is in.

(to Dagwood:)
| may need your strength--

(to Lucas:)
--and your technical skills to get
us out of there. Dism ssed.

Everyone files out, except Fredricks, who | ags behind. Hudson
| ooks at her.

HUDSON ( CONT' D)
| didn't realize "dism ssed" was a
vague term



FREDRI CKS
Wth the exception of you and ne,
sir, everyone who was in this room
spent the last ten years in oblivion.

HUDSON
Your point?

FREDRI CKS
There's a reason they're sendi ng you
on this mssion that has nothing to
do with SeaQuest. Don't you think
Lucas and Dagwood shoul d know before
they go up that trench with you?

Hudson cl oses the door and turns, getting right in Fredricks
face.

HUDSON
If |I need advice on how to commuand
my boat, I'll ask for it. Your job

is not to question ny orders, but to
foll ow t hem

Fredricks doesn't flinch from Hudson's gaze, neeting it
defiantly.

FREDRI CKS
Wth all due respect, sir, if that
was true, you'd be with Vanal den
t oday and not Loper.

She steps past himand wal ks out. And on Hudson si meri ng,
we CUT TO

EXT. SEAQUEST - (CQ)

as the ASSAULT CRAFT shoots out of the | aunch bay and arches
down into THE TRENCH

| NT. SEAQUEST BRI DGE - | NT ASSAULT CRAFT - | NTERCUT
Ford is at the con.

FORD
Good | uck, Captain.

Hudson and Lucas are at the assault craft controls, Dagwood
behi nd them

HUDSON
Luck is a luxury we don't have,
Commander. Launch your mssiles at
0800 hours, and not one second | ater.

FORD
Under st ood.
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And on Ford and the bridge crew, sharing a griml ooks, we
DI SSOLVE TGO

EXT. MACRONESI AN ALLI ANCE HQ - DAY
| NT. COMVAND CENTRAL

Daltrey conmes quickly into the roomas Abranms snaps to
attention.

ABRANS
W' ve traced the SSN-52s back to
their origin.

DALTREY
A UEO robot installation gone awy,
whi ch Secretary McGath has destroyed
to show their sincerity. A pathetic
gesture, but politics will win the
day.

ABRAMS
It wasn't a robot installation, and
it hasn't been destroyed.

Daltrey is intrigued. Abranms hits a few keys and the VI DSCREEN
plots the reverse course of the mssiles to a spot above the
Mari anna Trench. There is an OBJECT there.

DALTREY
VWhat is that?

ABRANS
We've run the data fromsatellite
tracking, infrared resonance and
soni ¢ i magi ng agai nst all known
vessel s and undersea structures.

Daltrey gives Abrans an inpatient |ook. Abrams hits another
set of keys and the vidscreen shows the SeaQuest. Daltrey's
face tightens in anger.

DALTREY
SeaQuest .

ABRANMS
VWhat do we do?

DALTREY
McGath said the source of their
m ssiles would be destroyed. If his
peopl e can't handl e the task, we
will.

ABRAMS
Attacki ng SeaQuest could start the
next world war.
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DALTREY
They started it. W're just returning
fire.
And on his resolution and Abrans' concern:
EXT. SEAQUEST - ( STOCK)
| NT. SEAQUEST - BRI DGE

Ford paces around the bridge, tense and on edge, gl ancing
nervously every few nonents at his watch

FORD

Status, M. ONeill?
O NEI LL

Al'l quiet.
FORD

Weapons status, M. Brody.
BRODY

Al systens arnmed and ready.
FORD

M. Piccol 0?
Pl CCCLO

Mai nt ai ni ng position, sir.

(low, to Henderson:)
Just like I was when you asked two
m nut es ago.

Hender son shares a knowi ng | ook with Piccolo and approaches
For d.

HENDERSON
| s there sonething wong?

Ford | ooks at her incredul ously.

FORD
W' re hanging on the brink of war
and |'ve got orders to blow up a
hundred of our own soldiers if |
don't get word in 18 hours.
(then:)
Yeah, sonething is very wong.

She speaks quietly to him

HENDERSON
Checking the status of every system
on SeaQuest every two m nutes won't
change the situation. But it wll
make the crew even tenser then you
are.



He | ooks at her. Sonet hi ng about the way she is | ooking at

hi m makes hi m soft en.

FORD
| know. It's just that | hate the
wai ti ng.

HENDERSON

What you hate is being not being
abl e to do anyt hing.

(off his |ook:)
There's a difference.

FORD
When this is over, and assuni ng the
world isn't just a radioactive
asteroid, I'mtaking a vacation. As
far away fromthe sea as | can get.

HENDERSON

Chanpagne powder on a perfect sl ope.

Ford turns to her, a smle on his face.

FORD
Deep and st eep.

HENDERSON
Cetting in as many turns as you can
before you eat it.

FORD
Fi ndi ng your skis and goi ng back to
the top for nore.

She sm |l es back at him

HENDERSON
A ax.

FORD
Aspen, Col orado.

HENDERSON
Carl eton Hotel.

She neets his gaze.

HENDERSON ( CONT' D)
Maybe 1'I|l see you there.

She returns to her post. And on Ford, watching after

CUT TO

12.

we
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EXT. ASSAULT CRAFT - CG

The ship whips through the dark trench, over its seem ngly
bott om ess depths, past jagged out-croppings and around sharp
corners.

| NT. ASSAULT CRAFT

Lucas is studying the schematics of the MARI ANA BASE. Hudson
is at the controls. Dagwood is | ooking out his porthole.
Lucas steals a glance at Hudson, who is staring ahead,
concentrating on the task at hand.

LUCAS
We don't know what we're going to
find, sir. Maybe the mssiles were
| aunched by accident. The target
coul d have been pre-programed.

HUDSON
Pal au I sl and wasn't inportant enough
to be a pre-programmed target.
Someone chose Pal au and fired those
m ssiles for a reason.

LUCAS
The only reason would be to start a
war -- and neither side wants that.
HUDSON

Soneone does.

DAGNOOD
Look.

They follow his gaze out the w ndow.
EXT. TRENCH (CAQ)

The assault craft plays its H GH I NTENSI TY LI GHTS over ou-
croppi ngs on either side, which are STREWN W TH WRECKAGE

| NT. ASSAULT CRAFT
Lucas studi es his consol e.

LUCAS
Sensors are scanning the w eckage.
(then, | ooking up:)
Positive ID, sir. W've found the
two UEO recon subs.

Hudson takes a deep breath. This doesn't sit well with him

HUDSON
Long-range scan. Anything out there?
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LUCAS
Hard to say. Sensors show the trench
narrows 1000 neters ahead. W can't
see past it.

HUDSON
How narr ow?

LUCAS
We can make it through -- if we hold
our breath.

Dagwood takes in a deep breath, but lets it out when he
catches Lucas' | ook.

HUDSON
Arm plasma | asers. W'l |l have conpany
on the other side.

LUCAS
How do you know?

HUDSON
Because it's what | would do. And
| earned everything | know from
Vanal den

Lucas and Dagwood exchange | ooks.
EXT. TRENCH (Cd)

The walls of the trench narrow until they're barely w de
enough to let the assault craft squeeze through.

| NT. ASSAULT CRAFT
Dagwood | ooks at Hudson.

DAGWNOCD
Adm ral Vanal den is your friend?

HUDSON
| was his XO on the Valiant during
the siege of Mani hiki Plateau. |
di sobeyed an order. Panel a Loper
repl aced ne.

Before Lucas can ask for nore details, he spots sonething on
hi s sensors:

LUCAS
Captain -- there's a drone, 500 neters
dead ahead.
EXT. TRENCH - | NT. ASSAULT CRAFT - | NTERCUT

The DRONE, about ten feet by ten feet and



15.

BRI STLI NG W TH WEAPONS, hovers directly in the assault craft's
path, just before the walls of the trench w den.

LUCAS
Pl asma tor pedoes, |asers, m nes.
It's pretty ugly, sir.

HUDSON
Fire | asers.

Lucas hits a few buttons. The LASERS fire, the DRONE EXPLCODES.

LUCAS
Drone destroyed.

Then sonet hi ng on the sensor display catches Lucas' eye. He
| ooks up, concer ned.

LUCAS ( CONT' D)
There are nore.

HUDSON
How many?

Dagwood | ooks out the w ndow.

DAGANOCD
Too nmany.

EXT. TRENCH (Cd)

DOZENS OF DRONES, identical to the first one, swarmup from
the depths of the trench, surrounding the assault craft on

all sides. Several of the drones FIRE LASERS at the rear of
the assault craft, JOLTING it.

| NT. ASSAULT CRAFT
The ship rocks. Lucas checks the sensors.

LUCAS
| don't get it -- that blast was at
| east 70% bel ow normal strength.

HUDSON
Barely enough to take the barnacles
of f. That wasn't a blast, ensign.
That was a nudge.

The ship rocks again.

HUDSON ( CONT' D)
W' re bei ng herded.
(then:)
Let's see where. Al ahead one-third.
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EXT. TRENCH (Cd)

The drones bl ocking the assault craft's path nove ahead,

as the ones behind it cluster behind, urging it on with mld
LASERS BLASTS t hrough the narrow part of the trench. And as
the trench wi dens out again, our ANGLE WDENS to REVEAL

EXT. MARI ANA BASE - (CG)

clinging vertically to the rocky face |ike a giant, nechani cal
spider, the central section ginbeled so it's perfectly |evel.
The assault craft is "herded" down to a PORT between two

"l egs" and DOCKS.

| NT. MARI ANA BASE - LAUNCH BAY

The AI RLOCK hi sses open and our heroes step out into NEAR
DARKNESS, confronted by hal f-a-dozen soldiers |eveling LASERS
at them But these soldiers |ook nore |ike post-apocal ypse
survivalists: strong-bodied, their faces scarred and w | d,
their unifornms in shreds. Sone are even painted in canoufl age.

HUDSON
|"m Captain Oiver Hudson of SeaQuest.
| want to see to Adnmiral Vanal den

WOVAN' S VO CE
A boy, a freak, and a cl own. How
generous of the UEOto send us a
circus.

The sol di ers make way for a WOVAN. .. hard-bodi ed, hard-eyed,
still beautiful despite her battle scars and her ragged

uni form Hudson stares at her, clearly startled by her
appear ance.

HUDSON
Loper?

She smles enigmatically.
LOPER
He al ways knew you'd cone, Qi ver.
He knew it fromthe start.

And on Lucas and Dagwood, uncertain what to expect, we FADE
QUT.

END OF ACT ONE

ACT _TVWO
FADE | N;
EXT. MARI ANNA BASE - (CG)

Cinging to the side of the trench.
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| NT. MARI ANNA BASE - LAUNCH BAY
Hudson swats a gun barrel away from his head.

HUDSON
Get that gun out of ny face, soldier.

LOPER
Nice attenpt at asserting yourself,
Aiver. But this is Admral Vanal den's
command.

HUDSON
Not anynor e.

She shoots a smle at her soldiers.

LOPER
Real | y?

Hudson | ooks her right in the eye.

HUDSON
You're relieved, Commander. Hand
your weapon to Ensign Wl enczak.
(to others:)
St and down, put your weapons in the
shuttle.

She suddenly PI STOL- WHI PS Hudson across the face. Dagwood
flings her across the narrow passage way. A soldier whips
out a knife, presses it to Dagwood's throat from behind and
is about to slit it when:

LOPER
No!

The soldier freezes, a thin line of blood trickling down
Dagwood' s neck fromthe knife's razor-edge. Lucas and Hudson
have guns to their heads. She gets to her feet and faces
Hudson, who ignores his wound and stands firm

LOPER ( CONT' D)
Look around you, diver. The UEO
doesn't exist here.

HUDSON
It does now.

Lucas can't believe what is going down here.

LUCAS
This is crazy. We're all on the sane
si de.

LOPER

There are no sides. There never were.
( MORE)
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LOPER ( CONT' D)
(to the soldiers)
Find them a cl ean cage. The Dagger
cones with ne.

Two sol di ers grab Dagwood and, despite his struggling, drag
himoff, while the others hustle Hudson and Lucas away. CUT
TO

EXT. SEAQUEST - (STOCK)

| NT. SEAQUEST - BRI DGE

O Neill whips around at his station.

O NEI LL

Sir, I"'mtracking two high speed
contacts launched fromthe Alliance's
Balintang silo. Profiles consistent
W th sea-skimm ng attack m ssil es.
Bearing 270 degrees, range 800
kil onmeters and cl osi ng.

EXT. OCEAN - NIGHT - (Cd)

TWO M SSI LES streak | ow over the ocean. | NTERCUT W TH

| NT. SEAQUEST - BRI DGE

Ford noves to O Neill's station
FORD
Track and extrapolate. | need a
proj ected target.
O Neill exam nes his consol e, |ooks up.
O NEI LL
Us.
FORD
How | ong until inpact?
O NEI LL

Two m nutes, twenty seconds.
Ford stands up straight, turns to Brody.
FORD
M. Brody -- rig for anti-air warfare.
Open m ssil e hatches.

BRODY
M ssiles up. Targets | ocked.

FORD
Fire.
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EXT. SEAQUEST - EXT. OCEAN - N GHT

TWO M SSI LES shoot out of SeaQuest and break the surface,
arcing into the air and colliding with the TWO OTHER M SSI LES
in a TREMENDOUS BLAST that |ights up the night sky.

| NT. SEAQUEST - BRI DGE
Brody shoots a grin at Ford.

BRODY
Tar gets down.

Everyone is relieved... when suddenly the SeaQuest is
VI OLENTLY ROCKED BY AN EXPLOSI ON. Qur heroes grab hold of
their consol es for support.

FORD
VWhat the hell was that?

HENDERSON
Pl asma torpedo, deck seven. There's
fl oodi ng i n Hydroponics.

FORD
Evacuate and lock it off.
(to ONeill:)
Were did they conme fronf

O NEI LL
Sir, two Alliance warsubs, dead
ast ern.

EXT. SEAQUEST - (Cd)

Two HUGE ALLI ANCE ATTACK SUBS, the underwater equival ent of
battl eshi ps, are right behind SeaQuest and FI RI NG THEI R
TORPEDCES.

| NT. SEAQUEST - BRI DGE

BRODY
|"ve got incomng -- six torpedoes.

FORD
Fire intercepts.

Brody turns to Ford, grim

BRODY
No time, sir.

O NEI LL
Confirmed. Inpact in thirty seconds.

On Ford, as he accepts what's going to happen.
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FORD
Al'l decks. Rig for inpact.

Pl CCOLO
Were did they conme fronf

O NEI LL
Twenty seconds.

FORD
Qur wake. The noise from our
propul si on system and our anti-mssile
intercepts hid their approach.

HENDERSON
It was all a distraction.
O NEI LL
Fi fteen seconds.
FORD
O dest ploy in submarine warfare and
| fell for it.

Ford and Henderson share a neaningful |ook. So nuch to say,
no tine to say it.

O NEI LL
EXT. SEAQUEST - | NT. SEAQUEST BRI DCGE - | NTERCUT

as the TORPEDCES slaminto the ship, throwi ng crew nenbers
across the bridge like ragdolls, wall systens BLASTING with
spar ks, water EXPLODI NG out of the MOON POOL. Ford is thrown
head-first into a bul khead. Henderson rushes over to him--
he's out cold, blooding tricking down his forehead. O Neill
struggl es back into his seat.

O NEI LL
Hul | breech, decks four, eight and
seven.

BRODY

Fl oodi ng tubes Charlie 1 and 2, Delta
1 and 2. Prepare subfighters for
i mredi at e | aunch.

HENDERSON
No - -

She gets behind the helmand frantically hits a series of
but t ons.

HENDERSON ( CONT' D)
Taking helmcontrol. D verting al
power to inpellers. Rig for full-
ahead, energency speed.
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EXT. SEAQUEST - (Cd)

The | eadi ng edge on the forward hull bends downward. The
rear engines shift into position.

| NT. SEAQUEST - BRI DGE
Hender son straps herself in.

O NEI LL
Warsubs are firing! Incom ng torpedos!

Brody grabs Hender son.

BRODY
What do you think you're doing?

HENDERSON
Getting us the hell out of here.
Strap yourself in.

She pushes Brody aside. Everyone on the bridge straps
thenselves into their chairs. Brody shoots Henderson a furious
| ook as she slaps a button and:

EXT. SEAQUEST

SeaQuest BLASTS FORWARD in a trenendous burst of speed that
creates the illusion of STRETCHI NG THE SHI P before she

di sappears into the dark sea ahead ... |eaving behind a H GHLY
TURBULENT WAKE t hat tosses the warsubs, SMASH NG one of them
to BITS agai nst the ridge.

| NT. MARI ANA BASE - CELL

The room has been stripped bare, a for a row of EMPTY, |RON
RACKS dangling fromone wall. An | RON CACGE seperates the
roomfromthe corridor. This was sone kind of storage area.
Hudson prowls the roomlike a jungle cat probing its cage
for weakness. Lucas conmes across a black box nmounted in one
of the racks.

LUCAS
This | ooks |like a recharging unit
for a T-class plasma rifle. This
nmust have been the arnory.

Hudson studi es the recharging unit.

HUDSON
We could do sone damage with that --
if we had a gun to stick it in.

He wal ks away. Lucas studies it sonme nore, takes a piece of
metal off the floor, and starts to pry at the panel. He steals
a | ook at Hudson, who prowls on, testing the bars, switch
panel s, anything that m ght give them an edge.
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LUCAS
Sir, what was the order you di sobeyed?

Hudson stops and turns to Lucas.

Hudson th
is right.

Even now,

HUDSON
It's not rel evant.

LUCAS
If it can help us figure out what
happened here, | think it is.
(of f Hudson's | ook:)
Sir.

nks. This is a painful subject for him but Lucas

HUDSON
What do you know about XYZ?

LUCAS
Just that shortly after SeaQuest
di sappeared, the Alliance over-ran
the settlenents of XYZ

HUDSON
XYZ was decl ared a UEO saf e haven
By the tine we got there, it was
al ready "annexed" into greater
Macronesia at a cost of 15,000
civilian |ives.

LUCAS
Didn't the UEO nount a bl ockade to
starve out the Alliance troops?

HUDSON

(nods:)
The Valiant held the northern
perinmeter for 47 days. On the 48th,
a sub tried to break out. It was
big, fast, and didn't respond to our
radi o signals. Vanal den ordered ne
to destroy it.

years later, it angers Hudson to think of this.

HUDSON ( CONT' D)
But they weren't even trying to evade
detection. They were headi ng straight
out -- not maki ng evasi ve manuevers
of any kind. If they were an Alliance
shi p, why would they do that? Vanal den
woul dn't |isten.

LUCAS
(realizing:)
You refused to fire.



Lucas can'
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HUDSON
He denoted ne on the spot, and ordered
Loper to | aunch torpedoes.

LUCAS
Di d she?

HUDSON
| pulled ny sidearm | wouldn't give
up nmy station.

t believe what he's hearing.

LUCAS
You were willing to shoot your
Capt ai n?

HUDSON

Before it could cone to that, we
pi cked up a faint signal fromthe
sub.

(then:)
Ref ugees. They'd hidden in the col ony
air ducts for seven weeks before
stealing the sub and nmaking their
br eak.

LUCAS
You saved their |ives.

HUDSON
It was the only thing that saved ne
fromcourt-martial. The denotion
st uck.

LUCAS
But you were right. Vanal den shoul d
have put you up for a nedal

Hudson shakes hi s head.

HUDSON
An order is an order. Right or wong
has nothing to do with it. In his
mnd, | was a coward.

LUCAS
And in yours?

Hudson notions to the wall panel.

HUDSON
You got a plan or are you just
redecorating?

Lucas | ooks back at the panel.
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LUCAS
If we can reverse the polarity in
this recharging unit, maybe we can
send a plasma energy pul se back
t hrough the power conduits and knock
out the entire grid.

HUDSON
In other words, you want to stick a
fork in the outlet.

LUCAS
Essentially, yes. The tricky part is
maki ng sure we don't get killed doing
it.

HUDSON
We're dead in eight hours anyway.
We'll take our chances. Get to it.

LUCAS
Yes, sir.

Lucas goes back to work, trying to pry the cover off the

bl ack box. Hudson stands, still troubled by the story he's

just told. That's when FOOTSTEPS approach. Lucas drops the

nmetal and covers the panel with his body. TWO SOLDI ERS cone
i n, weapons poi sed on Hudson.

SOLDI ER
Vanal den wants you

One of the soldiers pushes Hudson out the door. The ot her
one gl ares at Lucas, then marches out, slamm ng the door

cl osed behind him and | eaving Lucas totally al one.

EXT. SEAQUEST - ( STOCK)

| NT. SEAQUEST - SI CKBAY

Hender son stands al ongsi de a DOCTOR at Ford's bedside. He's

unconsci ous, his head wapped in bandages, IV tubes in his
arm

DOCTOR
He's comatose. My guess is a subdural
hematoma. | wish | knew nore, but

med di agnostics have been offline
since the attack. We're trying to
jury-rig a fix right now.

Hender son nods, she understands. The doctor | eaves. Henderson
| eans over Ford.

HENDERSON
Ever since Hyberion, 1've felt
sonet hi ng between us. | know you' ve

( MORE)
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HENDERSON ( CONT' D)
felt it, too. We keep trying to talk
about it, but sonehow we can't. That's
over.
She takes hi s hand.

HENDERSON ( CONT' D)

When you wake up, and you will, we're
goi ng face our feelings for each
ot her .

She ki sses his hand and smles at him

HENDERSON ( CONT' D)
W have a date in Aspen, renenber?

Brody marches up behi nd her.

BRODY
Hender son

Henderson lets go of Ford' s hand before Brody can see it and
turns to face him

BRODY ( CONT' D)
You initiated full ahead energency
speed without clearing it with ne.

HENDERSON
| got us out of there before they
coul d sink us.

BRODY
You ran. SeaQuest doesn't run froma
fight, not under ny command.

HENDERSON
You weren't in comand, no one was.

BRODY
W' re goi ng back

He turns to | eave, she grabs him

HENDERSON
It's not your deci sion.

BRODY
Chai n of Command, Lieutenant. Hudson,
Ford, ne. This is ny boat now, and
we' re taking those warsubs out.

HENDERSON
Qur orders are to stand ready to
destroy Mari ana base in eight hours.
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BRODY
And we will, right after we sink
t hose subs.
He wal ks out.
| NT. SEAQUEST - BRI DGE

Brody settles into the command con.

BRODY
M. ONeill, can you | ocate those
Al li ance bastards?
O NEI LL
The bastards are where we left them
sir.
BRODY
Fredricks -- get in a Specter. Draw

their fire and bring themto us.

FREDRI CKS
Where are you going to be?

BRODY
Lyi ng on the bottom of the ridge.
They won't see us until they are
ri ght above us.

Fredricks | eaves, nearly colliding with Henderson as she
mar ches in.

HENDERSON
You can't do this, Brody.

BRODY
The deci sion has been made. Man your
station.

HENDERSON
No one wants to avenge Ford and
SeaQuest nmore than me, but we have a
m ssion at Mariana Trench.

BRODY
Li eut enant, one nore outburst out of
you, and |I'll have you renoved from

t he bridge.

Al'l eyes turn to Brody and Henderson. She takes a deep breath
and takes her seat at the helm

BRODY ( CONT' D)
Al head, full, M. Piccolo.

Pl CCOLO
Aye, sir.
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And on Henderson's hard | ook, we CUT TO
EXT. MARI ANE BASE - (CQ3)
| NT. MARI ANE BASE - CONTRCL ROOM

A GUARD notions Hudson inside. The roomis dark, lit by shafts
of light fromthe cracked panel s above. A voice, alnpost a
VWH SPER, cones from sonehere in the darkness.

VANALDEN
Have you cone to kill me, diver?

Hudson noves cautiously into the shadows, follow ng the voice.

HUDSON
|'"'mhere to relieve you of your
command, sir.

VANALDEN
Semanti cs. The cl oak of cowards and
politicians. Wich one are you?

HUDSON

What happened here, Admral ?
VANAL DEN

The i nevitable.

(then:)
Serving watch on doonsday, alone in
t he darkest, deepest place on earth,
you will find the true nature of
man.

Hudson steps around a corner, where he finds Vanal den, his
back to himin a LARGE SWVEL CHAIR He's nuscled and scarred,
like the others, his uniformcoat cut into a sl eevel ess vest
lined with sheaths for his many crude knives, daggers, spikes.
He's hunched over a CONSOLE, the GLOWfromthe SCREEN he's
obscuring bathing himin an other-worldly anber |ight.

VANALDEN ( CONT' D)
The nmen began to fight anong
thenmselves. | tried to put them down
with force, but it only got worse.
Bl ood was everywhere. You coul d
snell it, taste it, feel the itch of
it drying on your skin.

HUDSON
| sol ati on Denmentia. The sane thing
that killed everyone on the Jupiter
Pr obe.

VANALDEN
| al nost rel eased the grapnels and
pl unged the base into the abyss.
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HUDSON
What st opped you?
VANAL DEN
The realization that the nmen were
right -- I was wong to try and stop
them or anyone, fromkilling.
HUDSON

That's not a realization, sir. That's
a synpton. Paranoia, violence, fear.
It's all part of the sickness.

VANALDEN
You want to know what the sickness
i s? Peace.

Vanal den turns, and that's when we see what's on the screen
behi nd him

ON THE VI DSCREEN
The SOLDI ERS stand in a circle,
YELLI NG AND SHRI EKING. In the center
i s Dagwood, | ooking very confused.
BURNS, 30s, a hul king, vicious |ooking
sol di er, peels out of the crowd.
He's holding a WHIP. He circles
Dagwood, who never takes his eyes
of f him | NTERCUT W TH:

VANAL DEN
Peace is an unnatural state that |
was trying to inpose on ny nen...that
this base was nmeant to inpose on the
wor | d.

Burns CRACKS THE WHI P on Dagwood, who flinches but stands
firm

HUDSON
What good is torturing himgoing to
do?

VANAL DEN
|"mnot torturing him |'msetting
him free.

Burns strikes himagain and again...the PAIN and the JEERI NG
of the crowd slowly breaki ng down Dagwood' s stony resol ve.

VANALDEN ( CONT' D)

We exist to kill -- that is what
makes us nen, that is our only true
nat ur e.

HUDSON

End this, Admral.
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Suddenl y Dagwood ROARS, grabs the whip, and jerks it out of
Burns' hands. Burns throws hinself at Dagwood, and they fight
furiously.

VANALDEN
We bred it into the Daggers, but
deny it in ourselves. But you don't
have to bl eed nmuch to be freed.

Hudson takes a spi ke from Vanal den's vest and jans it agai nst
his throat.

HUDSON
| said end this.

VANALDEN
That didn't take |ong. Feels good,
doesn it?

HUDSON

Rel ease nmy nen, send your crew to
t he escape pods.

VANAL DEN
You couldn't kill nme then and you
won't now.

HUDSON

Don't bet on it.

VANALDEN
Even if you could, do you think they
woul d fol |l ow you?

Dagwood grabs Burns from behind and begins to crush him
Burns flails helplessly.

VANALDEN ( CONT' D)
Do you think he woul d?

Dagwood breaks Burns like a twg and lifts his corpse above
his head, his own VICTORI QUS ROAR rising above the CHEERS of
the sol diers. And on Hudson, dropping the spike, we FADE
QUT.

END OF ACT TWO

ACT THREE
FADE | N;
EXT. SPECTER - (STOCK)

as it slices through the sea.



| NT. SPECTER - | NT. SEAQUEST BRI DGE - | NTERCUT

Fredricks steers the Specter through the ridge. Qur
crew are as we left them

FREDRI CKS
"' m hugging the ridge line. | don't
t hi nk the warsubs have picked nme up

yet .
HENDERSON

It's not too late to bring her back,

Br ody.

Brody ignores her, talking to Fredricks.

BRODY
CGet in as close as you can Freddie,
then strafe them Just get themangry --
don't try to take themon by yourself.

FREDRI CKS
" m not crazy.
(then, to herself:)
At least not with this chip in ny
head.

END | NTERCUT.
HENDERSON

(to O Neill:)
How nmuch time do we have left?

O NEI LL
Fi ve hours.
HENDERSON
(to Brody:)

And it wll take us at |east an hour
to get back into firing position. W
don't have tinme for this.

BRODY

It's our duty. We'll make tine. They
att acked SeaQuest. Commander Ford is
in a com. W're not running from
this fight.

(to Piccolo:)
Take us to the bottom

(to Henderson:)
Rig for silent running.

HENDERSON
Qur duty is to be at Mariana Trench
to destroy the base if Capt. Hudson's
m ssion fails --not chasing after
Al liance subs to satisfy a grudge.

30.

bri dge
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BRODY
M. ONeill - rig for silent running.

O NEI LL
She has a point, sir.

BRODY
Whi ch | have considered and reject ed.
Now do | have to carry out the order

nysel f?
O Neill turns back to his console.
O NEI LL
Shutting down all non-essenti al
systens.

O Neill shoots an apol ogetic | ook at Henderson. And we CUT
TO

HUDSON
" m not going to convince you with
words. Let's do it your way. You and
. In the arena. O don't you have
the guts to live by your own rul es?

VANALDEN
Very good, diver. But the kings
don't fight until their best soldiers
have fought.

Vanal den notions to TWD SOLDI ERS. Lucas turns to Hudson

LUCAS
(low)
VWhat is this going to gain?

HUDSON
Time. If he's watching a fight, he's
not pushing the button.
(then:)
It's up to SeaQuest now.

Dagwood is pushed into the arena. Loper steps out to face
him-- poised for battle. They collide like two ranms, |ocked
i n conbat .

Look at the prehistoric cave dLook at the cave drawings in
mesopot am a. | have.

|'ve seen the cave draw ngs in nesopotama -- it was just
anot her tourist curiosity to me then.

\ S15
Get away from what passes for the
real world, and the malignant
i ndoctrination of society wears off.
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war. Even a dog knows that.
urth, the only dignity, is in war.

But it only take a few strikes against the flesh to strip
away the fragile veneer of "civilization."

VANALDEN

HUDSON
| saved the lives of those refugees,
just like |I'mgoing save |lives today.

VANAL DEN
You didn't save them You del ayed
t he i nevitable.

HUDSON
VWhat are you tal ki ng about ?

VANAL DEN
The refugee canp was bonbed by the
Al liance 72 hours later. They still
di ed.

\sl15al ways were weak. That is why | renoved you from duty.

HUDSON
| was right. | stopped us fromkilling
i nnocent civilians.

VANALDEN
And the next day, they were all w ped
out when the alliance XYZ. \What
di fference does it nake?

HUDSON
The difference between humanity and
savagery.

VANAL DEN
There is no difference -- that's
what we' ve | ear ned.

\ A
\'s15You think if you kill ne they
wll follow you?

Tell your men to |ay down their weapons and go to the escape
pods.

SCENE 19 STUFF

BRODY
s this nutiny?

HENDERSON
No, sir, it's a plea for reason
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Brody nmulls it for a nonent, then:

BRODY
Freddi e, can you shake thenf

FREDRI CKS
| can | ose ny own shadow.

That is life. That is reality. that is who we are.

\'s15The halls were thick with the stench of bl ood, decay and
excrenent .

bl ood of ny nen.
bl ood.
Each of us becane a cornered ani nal.

VANAL DEN
It only takes a few sl ashes of the
knife to strip away the thin veneer
of "civilization."

\sl5 W all becane cornered ani mals.
The corridors were thick with the blood of ny nen.

(then:)
A distress call was out of the
guestion. The only option was to
destroy the base nysel f.

VANAL DEN
It only takes a few sl ashes of the
knife to strip away the thin veneer
of "civilization" fromout souls.

| canme close to destroying the base nyself.
ould have revealed | nearly sent

| cane close to sending a distress call to the UEO. .. or
destroyi ng the base nyself.

HUDSON
Way didn't you?

VANAL DEN
al nost ssent a UEO a di stress call

| tried to stop it, but that only led to People died. At
first, I thought it was a serious problem | considered
scrubbi ng the m ssion

We couldn't communicate with the outside worl d.
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THE | SOLATI ON GOT

HUDSON
It's time for you to go hone.
HUDSON
\ S15
this is where you nust find the sou

of man.

We are serving watch on In the cold, darkness of the deepest
fissure on earth, Serving watch on a doonsday base, alone in
t he darkness of the deep, the one thing youyou will the dark
soul of man.

VANAL DEN
Do you think I'minsane.
HUDSON
Yes.
VANAL DEN
Insanity is the
UDSON
a shaft of light illumnates a

Vanal den, head-shaved, face covered

i n canoufl age make-up, his It saddens
me that you're resorting to that

al r eady.

HUDSON
NO, SIR

VANALDEN
Then you are a fool.

\ S30END OF ACT TWD

ACT THREE
FADE | N:
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