DI AGNOSI S MJURDER
"Mur der By The Busl oad"

TEASER
FADE | N:
EXT. COVWUNI TY GENERAL - ESTABLI SHI NG - N GHT
| NT. COMMUNI TY GENERAL - NURSI NG STATI ON - N GHT
Mark goes over a file as Steve checks his watch anxiously.

STEVE
Dad. .

MARK
Al nost done.

STEVE
The gane is in two hours, and these
tickets cost ne...
(it's big:)
A lot.

MARK
Well, you picked the right night. |
just have to peek in on one patient
and we're out of here.
(then, benused:)
How much did they cost?

STEVE
They're floor seats, Dad. Lakers and
Chi cago.

MARK

And translated into dollars, that
woul d be...?

STEVE
|"ve al ready spent ny inheritance.

Mark puts down the file, finished.

MARK
| had no idea.
(then:)
| hope you'll at least let nme pick
up di nner.

STEVE
My credit cards were counting on it.

Mark enters the EXAM ROOM where a QUEASY MAN, 30s, is sitting
on a bed, a BEDPAN on his lap, a nurse at his side. Steve
stands back at a discreet distance.



MARK

(to man:)
You're going to be fine, just a little
food poisoning. We're going to treat
you for dehydration and try to calm
your upset stonach.

(to nurse:)
Start an 1V, nornmal saline, 20 mlle-
equi val ents of potassium chloride
per litre, 150 CCs per hour. And
conpanzine, 5 ng PRN for three hours.

(to man:)
If I were you, in the future
woul dn't buy seafood froma van parked
on a freeway offranp.

The man nods enthusiastically. Mark turns to Steve and takes
of f his WH TE COQAT.

MARK ( CONT' D)

That's it.

STEVE
You sure?

MARK
Positi ve.

He draps the coat over his shoul der and they turn the corner
into the

I NT. ER

and MAJOR PANDEMONI UM JESSE, AMANDA, ot her doctors, nurses
and orderlies charge every which way, preparing for a crisis.
A SIREN can be heard CLOSING IN. Mark stops Jesse.

MARK
What' s goi ng on?

JESSE
Maj or bus accident on the west side.

Before Mark can reply, the doors SMASH OPEN in front of him
two EMERGENCY MEDI CAL TECHNI Cl ANS (EMIs) rocket in a GURNEY.
The patient is a with HOVELESS MAN, 50s, in FILTHY, RAGGED
BLOODY CLOTHES. Hi s neck and back have been braced. Mark
exam nes him

EMI #1
He was smashed between two seats.
Unconsci ous, severe head and body
trauma, possible internal injuries.
We i mmobilized his neck, started an
IV, D5W

MARK
Trauma One. STAT.



3.

The orderlies take over the gurney, and Jesse runs with them
to trauma one. W can still hear APPROACHI NG SI RENS in the
di stance. Mark turns to the EMI.

MARK ( CONT' D)
How bad is it out there?

EMI #1
A war zone. There's siXx nore
anbul ances comng in right now

Mark turns to Steve. It's clear Mark isn't going anywhere.

STEVE
"Il save you a seat.

Mark puts on his WH TE COAT and rushes into the TRAUVA ROOM
And on Steve | ooking after him and the sirens approaching,
we FADE OUT.

FADE QUT.

END OF TEASER
ACT ONE

FADE | N:
I NT. TRAUVA ONE - NI GHT

The gurney with the HOVELESS MAN i s brought al ongsi de an
operating table.

MARK
On ny count. One. Two. Three.

They lift the man onto the table and the EMIs | eave with the
gurney as Mark and Jesse take over. Jesse ains a flashlight
into the man's eyes. Mark listens to his breathing with a
stet hoscope. NURSE REED, 40s, stands near by.

JESSE
Pupils are dilated and unresponsive.

REED
Pressure 50/ 30, pulse 120.

MARK

(to a nurse:)
Type and cross, four units, whole
bl ood, packed cells. | need a CBC,
Chem 7, abdom nal and cranial CTs.
" mintubating him

(to Nurse Reed:)
Lar yngoscope.

Nur se Reed hands himthe tool, he works it into the nman's
t hr oat .



MARK ( CONT' D)
8.5 ET Tube.

She gives it to him Mark works the tube in.

MARK ( CONT' D)
(to nurse Reed:)
Bag him

Nur se Reed hooks the patient to a ventil ator.

JESSE
He's stable and breathing. Pressure
90/ 50, rhythm and sinus regular, 90
per m nute.

MARK
(to nurse:)
Sedate with 3 ng norphine IV and
rush the cat scan.

REED
Yes, Doctor. Anything el se?

MARK
Try to find his famly. Get them
down here as soon as possi bl e.

JESSE
| f he has one.

JESSE WALKS QUT | NTO
THE ER - NI GHT
as the doors BURST OPEN, two EMIs wheel in DUSTI N WOODS,

50s, on a GURNEY. JESSE, TWO ORDERLI ES and a NURSE rush up
to them What happens next happens FAST..

JESSE
(to the EM)
Talk to ne.
EMI #2

Adult male, 50s, thrown over the

seat in front of him He's suffering
fromsevere abdom nal pain. W started
an |V of D5Wand 10 ng of Denerol at

t he scene.

WOODS
How i s nmuch that going to cost ne?

Jesse qui ckly exam nes the man whil e NURSES take over the
gurney fromthe EMIs and start taking vital signs.

JESSE
Does this hurt?



Jesse presses the flesh under the ribs on the man's | eft
side. Wod's YELPS. Jesse slaps a YELLOW TAG on the gurney.

JESSE ( CONT' D)
(to nurse:)
Ful | panel, type and cross, four
units whole blood. | also need a
chest x-ray and abdom nal cat scan.

The nurse nods.

WOODS
That oughta buy a new set of tires
for your Porsche.

That's when - POW-- Another GURNEY sl ans through the sane
doors, and we LEAVE JESSE go with it. It's pushed by EMI ROY
GACE, 30s. His partner, EMI TANYA WELLS, 20s, is on top of
the gurney, straddling the sweat-suit clad patient, FRED
TALI SKER, 40s, and providing vigorous CPR Mark rushes out

of Trauma One to neet it.

TANYA
He's in full arrest!

Mark steps in, does a quick exam nation as:

ROY
When the bus tipped over, he was
sl ammed agai nst the wi ndow. He's got
massi ve head and body trauma

(Note: his head wound is on the BACK OF H'S HEAD.) Mark | ooks
up, shares a grimlook with NURSE REED, and puts a BLACK TAG
on the gurney.

MARK
DOA. Record the tine of death at
8:51 p.m

TANYA

Just give nme another mnute. He's
going to pull through.

Tanya continues to punp his chest. Mark gently touches her
shoul der.

MARK
You di d your best, Tanya.

Tanya reluctantly gets off the gurney and it's whi sked away
as -- POW another gurney blasts in and we go with AMANDA as
she neets it and SARA d LBEY, 20s, her BRU SED AND BLOODI ED
LEFT LEG braced.

ANMANDA
VWhat happened?



EMI #3
Apparent broken fenur, multiple
contusi ons and | acerati ons.

SARA
How bad is it?

Amanda exam nes her left leg, touching for a pul se bel ow the
knee, checking if the skin is pale, cold or purple.

AMANDA
There's no exposed bone, the skin is
warm and pink, | think we can rule
out vascul ar involvenent -- actually

it looks like a nice, clean break.

SARA
And that's a good thing?

ANMANDA
As broken bones go.

Amanda sl aps a GREEN TAG on the gurney and turns to the nurse.

AMANDA ( CONT' D)
G ve her 20 ng Denerol and send her
to x-ray.

Anot her GURNEY crashes through the door and Jesse noves to
it, greeting BUD THE BUS DRI VER, 40s, bl oody and in pain.

EMI #4
We got the bus driver. He was w apped
around the steering wheel. Neck,
chest, and pelvic pain.

JESSE
(to nurse:)
Start an 1V, TKO, and 3 ng norphine
| V push. Cross-table C spine, chest
and pel vis x-rays.

AS HE LEANS OVER THE DRI VER

ACRCSS THE ER
as EMI #5 wheels in MELORA, 30s,
nmoani ng in pain. Aranda neets them

AMANDA
G ve ne the headli nes.

EMI #5
We found her under a seat, no signs
of trauma, contusions or |acerations,
but she's suffering neck, back, arm
and | eg disconfort.



VEL ORA
' m fine.

ANMANDA
Let me be the judge of that.

Amanda does a qui ck exam nation and puts a GREEN TAG on the
gur ney.

AVANDA ( CONT' D)
G ve her 3 ng norphine for the pain
and send her to x-ray.
(to Melora:)
We'll talk after | ook at the film

An orderly wheels the gurney away and Amanda takes a breath,
t hen | ooks up.

AVANDA ( CONT' D)
Next ?

She | ooks around. Jesse is with the bus driver. She rushes
over to him

AMANDA ( CONT' D)
You okay?

Jesse notions to the orderly, who wheels the bus driver away.

JESSE
It's under control

He | ooks around. Suddenly, the ERis quiet, all the patients
dealt with. He smles.

JESSE ( CONT' D)
It's all under control

And as he and Amanda share the nonent of victory:
I NT. ER - NURSE' S STATI ON

Amanda and Jesse join Mark and the two EMIs, Tanya and Roy,
who are filling out reports.

JESSE
VWhat's the tally?

MARK
Two green tags, two yellow, one red
and two DQOAs.

ANMANDA
Two? | only saw one.



ROY
He hasn't cone in yet the Fire
Department is trying to peel his
body out of what's left of his car.

TANYA
The guy ran a red and clipped the
bus -- the bus driver lost control,

junped the curb, and sl ammed head-on
into the side of a building.

ROY
The driver of the car still had a
beer can in his hand when | found
hi m

AMANDA

How | ong after the accident did you
arrive at the scene?

TANYA
Five m nutes, tops. The dust hadn't
even settled yet.

ROY
All the victinms were trapped inside
the bus. W had to force open the
doors to get in.
(then:)
It was pretty ugly in there.

Amanda picks up a file and noves off, Mark follows. W go
wi th them

MARK
Amanda, 1'd |ike you to take a cl ose
| ook at the DOA that cane in.

Amanda shows himthe file she just picked up.

AMANDA
| was just getting on it. Fred
Tal i sker, 34, brought in with severe
head and body traunsa.
(then:)
What's up?

MARK
Al the victins sustained trauna to
the front of their bodies but it
was the back of Talisker's head that
was wounded.

ANMANDA
There coul d be a dozen expl anati ons
for that.



MARK
['I]l settle for one.

AMANDA
You got it.

She goes off. Nurse Reed cones up to Mark.

REED
Steve left this for you, said he'd
meet you there if you could get away.

She hands hima ticket. Mark takes it, suddenly renenbering
t he gane.

MARK
Fl oor seats...Steve is going to kill
ne.

I NT. ER - CORRIDOR - N GHT

Amanda is on her way to pathol ogy, the Talisker file under
her arm as a wonman calls out fromthe EXAM AREA, a LARGE
ROOM wi t h SEVERAL BEDS, which are separated by CURTAI NS.

O her ER patients, sonme fromthe bus crash, others not, fill
t he ot her beds.

FEMALE VA CE
Excuse ne, Doctor?

I NT. ER - EXAM AREA - NI GHT

Amanda steps into the room and sees that the person calling
her is Melora, lying on the bed nearest to the corridor.
There's a GREEN TAG on the foot of the bed, along with her
CHART.

ANMANDA
Yes?

MVELCRA
| was beginning to think everyone
had forgotten ne.

ANMANDA
The curse of the green tag.

VELORA
|'ve been called a | ot of nanes, but
that's a first for ne.

Amanda smles, lifts up the tag at the end of the bed for
Mel ora to see.

AMANDA
It's our triage system Red tags
mean critical, yellow nmeans urgent,
and green --



MVELORA
(with a smle)

-- nmeans why is this idiot taking up
a val uabl e ER bed?

AMANDA
That's not exactly the term nol ogy
we use.
MVELORA
But it's close enough.
(t hen:
When they brought nme in, | saw one
guy with a black tag. Is that what |
think it is?
ANMANDA
DOA.
MVELORA
Poor guy. That could have been ne.
ANMANDA
Be grateful it wasn't.
MVELORA
| am That's why | was calling you.
ANMANDA
Do you need sonet hi ng?
MVELORA
Yeah to get out of your way. G ve
me sone papers to sign and I'll go
hore.
ANMANDA

Are you sure you're feeling all right?

MVELORA
Aside froma bizarre conmpulsion to
call ny nother and apol ogi ze for all
the rotten things | ever did to her,
| feel great.

Amanda checks the chart at the end of her bed.

ANMANDA
It | ooks |like your x-rays cane back
cl ean, Ms. Jackson, no sign of any
injuries.

VELCRA
That's a relief. And you can call ne
Mel or a.
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ANMANDA
"Il get a nurse to bring you the
paper wor K.

Amanda notions a nurse to cone over, then starts to | eave.
Melora sits up then freezes, gasping in pain and grabbing
her | ower back.

AMANDA ( CONT' D)
What's wrong?

VELCRA
My back. My neck. Ch ny God, that
hurts so bad.

Amanda and the nurse gently eases her back onto the gurney.

ANMANDA
|s that better?

Mel ora nods bravely, fighting back the pain.

AVANDA ( CONT' D)
nk you'd better stay with us a
e bit |onger.
t hen:)

| thi
littl
(1 . .
You m ght have a herniated disc. |1'd
like to run a few nore tests.

VELORA
| f you say so.

Mel ora picks up a tattered magazi ne fromthe bedside table.

MELORA ( CONT' D)
Besi des, how often do |I get the
opportunity to read a six nonth old
i ssue of Peopl e?

AMANDA SM LES AND WE GO TGO
ELSEVWHERE | N THE EXAM ROOM

Jesse goes to Dustin Wods, who is laying on a bed with IV
tubes in his arm Wods glares at him

JESSE
How are you feeling, M. Wods?

WOCDS
Li ke I'm bei ng nugged. | could buy
three beds for what you' re charging
me to lie on this one.

Jesse |l ets that one go by.



JESSE
MR WOCDS

He tries to sit up, but

JESSE

| ' ve been | ooking over your test
results. Your hematocrit is 20,
hemogl obin is 7, which tells ne you're
severely anem c and probably bl eeding
internally.

(then:)
| suspect you have a | acerated spl een.
We're going to have to operate
i mredi atel y.

WOODS
Forget it.

| DON T THI NK YOU UNDERSTAND—

WOCDS

(interrupts:)
| understand perfectly. If | walk
out right now, you only get four
figures. Get nme into an operating
room and we're into five figures
before you even cut ne open. Forget
It.

JESSE
If we don't suture your spleen, you
will bleed to death by norning.
(off his glare)
You want a second opinion, 1'll be
glad to get another doctor down here
ri ght now.

Wbods snorts derisively.

WOCDS
And your buddy'll tell nme | need two
operations. | know how you guys worKk.
(then:)
| guess you have ne right where you
want ne.

JESSE
"1l schedul e you for the first open
OR

Jesse starts to go, then turns back.

JESSE ( CONT' D)
M. Wods this is a clear-cut case,
your insurance conpany won't contest
the claim

is driven back by the pain.

12.



WOCDS
The only peopl e nore crooked than
doctors are insurance conpanies. To
hell with the bunch of you.

JESSE LEAVES GCES OQUT TO
| NT. ER - NURSES STATION - N GHT
and up to the nurse.

JESSE
Notify the OR and prep Dustin Wods
for surgery.

She nods and picks up the phone as Tanya and Roy wal k by.
She stops at the nurses' station and drops a stack of
paper wor K.

ROY
(to Tanya:)
|"mgoing to restock the unit.

TANYA
(re: the paperwork)
Sure you want to leave ne with the
gl anorous part of the job?

ROY
"Il meet you outside.

Roy noves off. Jesse drops his chart and smles at Tanya.

JESSE
Headi ng out agai n?

TANYA
Shift's just starting.

She finishes up her paperwork and starts to go.

JESSE
Li sten, you think | could ride al ong
with you two sone night?

TANYA
Need a little nore excitenent in
your life?

JESSE
Al ways.
(then, serious:)
What you guys do is incredible. 1'd
like to get a hands-on lesson in
your net hods.

13.



14.

TANYA
Clear it with whoever has to clear
t hese things and you can cone anyti ne.

JESSE
Thanks.
(then:)
So, how s your studying going for
t he med school entrance exans?

TANYA
The MCATs are next nmonth and with
this job, I've had no tine to study.
| need a mracle.

JESSE
What | coincidence, | performmracles
as a hobby.

(then:)

You let ne ride with you, I'Il help
you pass the tests.

TANYA
You do that, 1'lIl even let you run

the siren.

The share a smle, a friendship being born. And we DI SSOLVE
TO

EXT. COVUNI TY GENERAL - ESTABLI SHI NG - N GHT
| NT. HOSPI TAL - HOMELESS MAN' S ROOM - NI GHT

The HOVELESS MAN is lying in bed, unconscious, |ooking pretty
| ousy. Mark is reviewng his chart as Nurse Reed | ooks on.

MARK
W still don't have an ID on this
man?

REED

He wasn't carrying any identification.
The police are doing what they can.

Mar k nods.

REED ( CONT' D)
How i s he?

MARK
Not good. |'m concerned about the
possibility of acute tubul ar necrosis.
Put himon a sodi um bi carbonate drip
and keep nme updated on his condition
every half hour.

Mar k' s beeper goes off. He |ooks at it.
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MARK ( CONT' D)
That's Amanda. |1'l1 be in pathol ogy
i f you need ne.

I NT. PATHOLOGY - N GHT

Tal i sker is on the autopsy table. Amanda is | eaning over him
as Mark enters.

MARK
Your beep is ny command.

ANMANDA
Fred Tal i sker sustai ned severe
abdom nal and chest trauma, resulting
in a lacerated liver and massive
internal bleeding, all injuries
consistent wwth being thrown forward
in the crash.

MARK
That's a relief.

Not to Amanda. She not done yet.

ANMANDA
But it was the blow to the back of
the head that killed him

MARK
Bl ow?

AMANDA
Take a | ook at this.

She notions to the m croscope. He peers inside.

AMANDA ( CONT' D)
| recovered these fromhis head wound.

MARK
It looks like bits of rock.

ANMANDA
The shape and inpact of the wound
suggest the edge of a brick.

Mark | ooks up fromthe mcroscope, a grimexpression on his
face.

AVANDA ( CONT' D)
Didn't the paranedics say all the
victinms were trapped in the bus when
they arrived?
(off Mark's nod:)
So how did Fred Talisker get hit in
t he back of the head with a brick?



16.
MARK
Because the accident didn't kil
him Fred Talisker was nurdered. And
the nurderer is in this hospital
And Mark and Amanda sharing a | ook, we:
FADE QUT.

END OF ACT ONE

ACT TWO
FADE | N:
I NT. ER NURSES' STATION - N GHT

An obviously irritated Steve strides past the station where
Nurse Reed is dropping off a file.

NURSE REED
How was t he gane?

STEVE
The first three quarters will go
down in history as one of the greatest
athletic conpetitions of all tine.
After that, who knows?

NURSE REED
You didn't stay for the end? After
what you paid for the ticket?

STEVE
How di d you know about that?

NURSE REED
Your father nentioned it. Said he
felt real bad about standing you up.

STEVE
He has a funny way of showing it.

He stal ks on by as Nurse Reed turns on a snmall radio.
RADI O ANNOUNCER

...and Shaquille fromthe three-point

line, tying the score and proving

why he's worth every penny of that

$121 mllion.
Steve shoots the radio a dark | ook, then marches towards
| NT. DOCTOR S LOUNGE - NI GHT

where Mark, Jesse, and Amanda have gat hered.



MARK
Steve will understand. | know he
will.

Jesse and Amanda don't | ook convinced. That's when Steve
cones in not |ooking very understandi ng.

STEVE
Good news, the one honicide detective
in all of Los Angeles has arrived.

JESSE
The one?

STEVE
If there were any ot her detectives
on the force, I'"'msure ny father

woul d have cal l ed them before pulling
me out of that gane.

AMANDA
| don't think he understands.

MARK
|"msorry, Steve. But --

STEVE
-- you didn't want to let the killer
know you figured out Talisker was
mur dered. So you couldn't have a
pl at oon of police steanrollering
t hrough the halls of Conmunity
CGeneral .

Mar k shoots a triunphant | ook at Jesse and Amanda.

MARK
| knew you'd under st and.
(to Jesse and Amanda)
| told you he'd understand.
(to Steve)
You do understand, don't you?

STEVE
The logic is flaw ess. As |long as
the killer is actually in the

hospi t al

JESSE
Everyone who was on the bus is still
her e.

STEVE

Right. But what if the killer wasn't
on the bus?

17.



MARK
He had to be. Talisker didn't sustain
t he head wound in the accident.

ANMANDA
An he certainly didn't wal k on the
bus with it.

JESSE

So it nmust have happened in the five
m nut es bet ween when the acci dent
occurred and the paranedi cs got there.

MARK
And during that tinme, the passengers
were trapped inside the bus. No one
could get in or out.

STEVE
Ckay, |I'mconvinced. He was killed
by soneone on the bus. But why?

MARK
One thing's for certain, this nurder
wasn't pl anned.

JESSE
Unl ess the accident was part of it...a
cover up for an assassination.

STEVE
Not a chance. W' ve tracked the drunk
driver back to three different bars
tonight -- and there was nothi ng
phony about the way he was drinking.

MARK
So the accident really was an
accident, and the nurder is a crine
of opportunity.

STEVE
VWhat do we know about the victinf

Amanda hands Steve a small box.

ANMANDA
Just what he had in his pockets...a
wal | et and a set of keys.

They all shoot hima | ook. Steve flips through the wall et
and conmes up wth something a PARKING LOT TI CKET.

STEVE
That's odd. According to this ticket,
Tal i sker parked in a ot at Wstgate
and Santa Monica 45 m nutes before
t he bus crash.

18.
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MARK
Way woul d he take the bus if he had
a car?

ANMANDA

Maybe it broke down?
St eve pockets the ticket and car keys and heads to the door.

STEVE
There's one way to find out.

MARK
And | ook at the bright side you can
listen to the end of the ganme on the
radi o while you head over to the
gar age.

Steve shoots Mark a tight smle

STEVE
Thanks, Dad. | hadn't thought of
t hat .

(then:)

Fax everything you have on Tali sker
and the ot her passengers to the
station. If there are any other
hom ci de detectives in Los Angel es
on duty tonight, 1'Il have one of
t hem check' em out.

Mark wi nces at the dig as Steve | eaves.

MARK
| think he understood.

Jesse and Amanda smle reassuringly.
I NT. ER - NI GHT

as Steve |l eaves, he stops at the nurses' stationintinme to
hear :

RADI O ANNOUNCER
...crowd is going crazy. Wien was
the last tinme this Forum saw doubl e-
overtime?

Steve scow s and stal ks out as Roy and Tanya cone in with

Bl LL, 30s, an average |ooking fellow Tanya is applying
pressure with a GAUZE to Bill's hand. Jesse and a NURSE neet
t hem

JESSE
What happened to you?

Bill | ooks away, enbarrassed. Tanya answers for him



ROY
M. Cluverius was having a little
| at e- ni ght snack.

Jesse | ooks at the hand.

Jesse smil

A NURSE t akes over for Tanya and | eads Bil
for the nurse's station to file his report.

Tanya.

She grins.

JESSE
Bagel ?

TANYA
Frozen.
es at Bill.

JESSE

Two words of medical advice always
defrost your bagels before you slice
them And never cut towards your
hand.

(to nurse:)
Irrigate his wound. I'Il be right in
to suture it.

JESSE (CONT' D)
Been studyi ng?

TANYA
Bet ween breakfast food energencies.
Try nme.

JESSE
What' s the maxi num anmount of potassium
chloride you can inject into a vein?

That's an easy one.

TANYA
Two grans.

JESSE
How nmuch anti-convul sant can you m X
in a bicarb IV solution?

TANYA
20 m || e-equival ents.

JESSE
What is the usual dosage of dopam ne
to increase bl ood pressure?

TANYA
Two-to-three granms per mnute. Cone
one, give ne a hard one.

20.

away. Roy heads
Jesse turns to
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JESSE
What's the | eading cause of failure
on the MCATs?

TANYA
What ?

JESSE
Cocki ness.
(of f her I o0k)
You m ssed one.

TANYA

| did not. Did |?
(then:)
VWhi ch one?

Jesse STARTS TO ANSWER when Mark steps up behind them having
over heard t he exchange:

MARK
If he tells you all the answers, how
will you | earn anything?

TANYA
You're cruel. Both of you.

MARK
You think we're bad, wait until you
get into nedical school

Jesse grabs a chart and | eaves. Mark turns to the two EMs.

MARK ( CONT' D)
Li sten, could you two do nme a favor?

ROY
Sure, Dr. Sloan. What do you need?

MARK
|'"d appreciate it if you could draw
me a seating chart of the bus, show ng
me exactly where you found each

victim

TANYA
No problem we'll get it to you right
away.

That's when they hear a CRASH, turn and see THE HOVELESS MAN
staggering down the corridor towards them Nurse Reed chasing
after him He PO NTS AT THEM and SCREANES:

HOVELESS MAN
Medi ¢! Medi c!

Then he collapses into VIOLENT SI EZURES, still ranting. Mark
and the two EMIs rush over to him
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HOVELESS MAN ( CONT' D)
Medi ¢! Medi c!

MARK
Rel ax, you're in a hospital, we're
going to hel p you.
(to Nurse Reed:)
VWhat happened?

REED
| don't know. He tore out his IV and
went nuts.

Tanya and Roy |ift the Honeless Man to his feet and into the
arnms of TWO ORDERLI ES, who put himon a GURNEY.

MARK
(to Reed:)
Keep himon the sodium bicarb drip,
give him 100 ng of dilantin IV, and
strap hi m down.

REED
Yes, doctor.

She starts to go, when Mark stops her, concerned.

MARK
Don't take this personally, Nancy,
but you | ook exhaust ed.

She sm | es good-naturedly.

REED
As opposed to the radi ant beauty |
general ly exude ten hours into an 18
hour shift?

MARK

Maybe you ought to take a break.
REED

Maybe | ought to take a week in

Hawai i .

She wal ks off after the orderlies. Mark turns back to Tanya,
who | ooks a little troubl ed.

TANYA
|s he going to be all right?

MARK
The trauma to his head and abdonen
are too great. H s kidneys are
shutting dowmn. |1'd be surprised if
he makes it through the night.
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TANYA
There's nothing you can do for hinf

MARK
The dilantin will stop his seizures.
Aside fromthat, all we can do is
try to make him confortable.
(then:)
Sonetinmes being a doctor isn't a lot
of fun.

Tanya nods, taking it in, then:

TANYA
You don't think I'mtoo cocky, do
you?
MARK
Let's see, when did we first neet?
TANYA
You know it was when | was a patient
her e.
MARK

A |l ot of people would have given up
after a brutal nugging |ike that.
You decided to becone a paranedic
i ke the ones who saved you.

TANYA
It looked like an interesting job.

Mark smles at her refusal to admt she's pretty inpressive.

MARK
And now you're applying to ned school ?
Yeah, | think you' re cocky.
(then, admringly:)
If I was half as cocky as you, |I'd
be president by now

She flashes hima grin and | eaves to join Roy.
I NT. ER - EXAM ROOM - NI GHT

Jesse cones in to see BUD, the bus driver, who is lying in
bed. He's got a CHEST TUBE | eading to a vacuum devi ce, and
an IVin his arm Bud is a big, stocky, good-natured nman,
who speaks with a raspy voice, due to his injury. He's al so
got a few cuts and brui ses that have been treated.

JESSE
M. Flanek, I'mDr. Travis. How are
you feeling?



Jesse sml

BUD
Nauseous, but | think it's |ooking
at that tube in ny chest that's making
me sick.

JESSE
Nausea is a common after what your
body has been through. | can give

you sone nedication for it.

BUD
Taki ng out that tube would probably
do it.

es.

JESSE
When you hit the steering wheel, you
broke a couple ribs. One of them
perforated a lung, causing it to
col |l apse and fill your chest with
air. W have to drain the air out
and relieve the pressure so your
lung will expand agai n.

BUD
Sounds like I"'mlucky to be
alive...and nauseous.
(then:)
How are the other passengers?

JESSE
One dead, one in critical condition,
the rest canme through with m nor
injuries.
(then:)
D d you know any of thenf

BUD
Not by nane, but you drive the sane
line every night, you get to know
faces.
(then:)
Except for Lou, of course.

JESSE
Lou?

BUD

Honel ess guy, sl eeps on ny bus every
ni ght. Guess that nakes ny bus hone,
doesn't it?

(then:)
Bet ween you and ne, | don't even
make hi m pay. The guy was in ' Nam
he deserves at |east that nuch...
and a whole |lot nore. Did he cone
out okay?

24.
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JESSE
|'mafraid not he's the one in
critical condition.

Bud swal | ows hard, then notions across the roomto Sara,
who's leg is splintered and el evated. She's tal king on the
PHONE.

BUD
| pick her up every night at 8 p. m
at Barrington. Sweet girl. | think

she lives up at the university.
Jesse notions to Melora, who is reading a nmagazi ne.

JESSE
VWhat about her?

BUD
She was on the bus?

JESSE
Sitting in the first row

Bud shakes hi s head.

BUD
| don't remenber her getting on the
bus at all.
(then, worried:)
Does that nean | have brain damage?

JESSE
No, no, your head is fine.
(then:)
Do you renenber a guy in his 30s,
wearing a sweat suit?

Bud nods, relieved that he can renenber.

BUD
Yeah, sure | do, he got on at
Barrington. | renmenber because I'd

stopped to pick up that college girl,
and he ran up just as | was cl osing
t he doors.

JESSE
Ever seen hi m before?

BUD
Nope. How s he?

JESSE
Dead.
(then:)
| was hoping you m ght have seen how
it happened.
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BUD
The last thing | saw was a car running
the red light. Everything after that
is a blank.

Jesse jots sonething down in Bud's chart.

JESSE
|"mgoing to give you 5 ng of
Conpazine for the nausea and |I'l| be

back to check up on you | ater

Jesse wal ks away. Bud's eyes imediately fall on his CHEST
TUBE, and then he abruptly | ooks away. And we GO

ACRCSS THE EXAM ROOM
where Sara is talking angrily on the phone.
SARA
(i nto phone)

The hospital, Larry. It's where they
take you after a bus crash.

(then:)
That's right, | made up the accident,
even planted fake news footage on
every channel, just to get out of

work for a sorority party.

Amanda approaches the bed with an X-ray. Sara notions her to
cone over.

SARA ( CONT' D)
(i nto phone)
You don't believe ne? Talk to the
doct or.
(to Amanda)
Tal k to ny boss. Pl ease.

Amanda takes the phone as Sara nouths his nane for her.

AMANDA
(i nto phone)
Hell o, Larry? This is Doctor Amanda
Li vingston at Community General --

(then:)
No, it isn't "Buffy" and there's no
party.

(then:)

Kappa Al pha what ?

Even Sara can hear the CLICK on the other end. Amanda hands
t he phone back to Sara apol ogetically.

AVANDA ( CONT' D)
( MORE)

Ni ce guy.



AVANDA ( CONT' D)
(then:)
| could wite hima note, if it would
hel p.
SARA
| never |iked waitressing, anyway.

ANMANDA
Good. Because |I'mafraid your leg is
going to be in a cast for the next
f ew nont hs.

SARA
Ch, no.

ANMANDA
We can get a cast on it and have you
out of here in a couple of hours.

Sara sighs.

SARA

Yeah, but who's going to get nme up
and down all those hills at UCLA for
t he next few nonths?

(then:)
| guess | shouldn't conplain. One of
the nurses said that guy behind ne
di ed.

ANMANDA

|"mafraid so. Did you know hi nf?
SARA

It's funny, I'msure | know himfrom

somewhere, but | can't figure out
who he is.

ANMANDA
Was he in a class? O maybe you' ve
seen himon the bus before?

SARA
|"ve only been taking the bus for a
few days. | used to wal k everywhere,

but ny boyfriend made ne stop after
a couple of girls were raped on
canpus.

(then:)
He said the bus woul d be nuch safer.

ANMANDA
Then this is all his fault. Make him
carry you up and down those hills.
(off Sara's dubi ous
| ook)
O at |east cone get you tonight.

27.



Sara smles, then picks up the phone and dial s.

SARA
"1l let you tell him

She hands Amanda t he phone.

ANMANDA
VWhat's his nane?

SARA
Larry.

Amanda is surprised. Sara nods. Same guy. And on Amanda's
| ook:

INT. ER - NI GHT

Jesse approaches the nurse's station, where Nurse Reed is
wor ki ng busily.

JESSE
It's finally sl ow ng down.
REED
Three hours to go and |I' m out of
here. I may sleep for days.
JESSE

VWhat's the status on M. Wods?

REED
He just got out of surgery they had
to do an energency spl enectony.

JESSE
He's not going to be happy to hear
that. You have the details?

REED
They haven't cone down yet.

JESSE
But they're probably already | ogged
in the system because, as M. Wods
woul d be the first to tell you,
hospitals don't wait to bill you.

Jesse swi ngs around the conputer MONI TOR and picks up the
keyboard. He hits a few keys.

REED
Yeah, he's a real charner. Called ne
a noney-sucking | eech as he was bei ng
wheeled to the OR

Jesse reacts to what he sees on screen. Whatever it is, it'

a revel ati on.

28.
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JESSE
And now | know why.
(then:)
This isn't the first time M. Wods
has been at Community General.

REED
| f he was a patient here before, I'd
r emenber .

JESSE

He wasn't the patient it was his
wife. And she didn't nmake it.

And on his | ook, we CUT TGO
| NT. DOCTOR S LOUNGE - NI GHT

Mar k, Jesse and Amanda are gathered in front of an ERASABLE
| NK BOARD, on which Mark has drawn the BUS SEATI NG CHART.

MARK
According to the paranedics, and
what we've |l earned fromthe patients,
this is where everyone was sitting
on the bus.

Mar k points out each person's position as he discusses them

MARK ( CONT' D)

Fred Tal i sker was on the right side,
sixth row. Dustin Wods was two seats
behind him Lou Kupfer, the honel ess
man, was lying on the seat directly
across the aisle from Tali sker. Sara
was on the left side, two rows behind
the driver.

AMANDA
VWhere was Mel ora Jackson?

MARK
The first row, right side, the seat
cl osest to the door.

ANMANDA
So you'd think the bus driver would
remenber her.

MARK
Actually, no one on the bus renenbers
her. | got this from the paranedics.

As Amanda digests that, Steve conmes in with two BROAN BAGS
and sets themon the tabl e near Amanda.

STEVE
| have sone information.
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ANMANDA
Your information snells good.

St eve gl ances at Mark.

STEVE
| al so have the dinner you owe ne.

JESSE
Dinner? In all the excitenent, |
forgot to eat. | also forgot that
" m starving.

ANMANDA
So am .

As Amanda and Jesse dig into the bag, pulling out CARTONS COF
CHI NESE FOOD and beginning to eat, Mark turns to Steve.

MARK
What have you | earned?

STEVE
Yang Chow fried rice is only a buck
more than regular fried rice at the
pl ace across the street. And Fred
Tal i sker was nurder ed.

JESSE
W knew all that.
STEVE
Well, now | do. There was a take-out

menu on ny w ndshield. And we found
a brick with Talisker's blood on it --
but no prints.

MARK
Did you find out anything about
Tal i sker?

STEVE
He's an i nsurance sal esman.

JESSE
There's a notive for nurder right
t here.

STEVE

He nust be doing pretty good for
First Fidelity Casualty, because he
was driving a Porsche, which we found
in a parking ot at Westgate and
Sant a Moni ca.

JESSE
|'ve heard of that insurance conpany
sonewher e before.



STEVE
Working in a hospital, you've probably
heard of themall.

Even so, Jesse is still thinking about it as he eats.
AVMANDA
Find anything interesting in the
car?
STEVE

No | eads there, just a first aid

kit, a couple extra bottles of
antiseptic, a trash bag, and a change
of cl ot hes.

MARK
Does the car run?
STEVE
It purrs.
(then, to Mark:)
You know, | have a birthday com ng
up.
MARK
| f the car was running, | wonder why

Tal i sker was taking the bus?

STEVE
(to Amanda & Jesse:)
Notice the way he dodged ny
suggesti on?

JESSE
Maybe he wanted to save a few bucks.
STEVE
A Porsche is a steal at $100, 000.
JESSE
| meant Talisker. Parking on canpus
i s steep.
STEVE

The | ot on Westgate costs tw ce as
much as canpus par ki ng.

ANMANDA
Isn'"t there a Captain Cuck's on
West gat e?
STEVE
Sorry, | was in the nood for Chinese.

Speaki ng of which, pass the Mo Goo
Gai Pan.
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She thunks the carton down in front of himand gives hima

| ook.

Suddenl vy,

Mar k st udi
his m nd.

ANMANDA
Sara G| bey, the coll ege student
with the broken leg, is a waitress
t here.

Mar k ears perk up.

MARK
That's right...
(to Amanda:)
She was taking the bus hone, wasn't
she?

ANMANDA
To her sorority. She used to wal k
home, but felt nore confortabl e taking
t he bus because of the canpus rapes.

MARK
Didn't she tell you she knew Talisker?

AMANDA
She's seen hi m around, but she can't
renenber where.

es the bus seating chart, working sonething out in

MARK
She' d seen hi m around. .
(thinks, then:)
Steve, tell ne again what you found
in his trunk.

STEVE
First aid kid, extra bottles of
antiseptic, a trash bag, and a change
of clothes. Sonething clicking for
you?

Mark thinks a noment, then turns to face the others.

MARK
| don't know who killed Fred Tali sker,
but I think | know what he was doing
on that bus.
(then:)
Sara was his next victim

And on the others, shocked by his deduction, we FADE QUT.
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END OF ACT TWO

ACT THREE
FADE | N:
I NT. COVMMUNI TY GENERAL - CORRI DOR - N GHT

St eve escorts a CRYI NG YOUNG WOMAN, 20s, from the PATHOLOGY
LAB, | eads her to a POLICE OFFI CER, then goes to Mark and
Amanda, who are down the hall.

STEVE
That's the fourth woman to positively
identify Talisker as her rapist.
(then:)
Congratul ati ons, Dad. You caught a
guy canpus police have been chasing
for a years.

ANMANDA
How did you know it was him Mark?

MARK

| considered all the questions we
had about Talisker then | ooked at
what he had on himand in his car
for the answers.

(then:)
Wiy was he taking a bus to canpus
when he could drive? Wiy was there a
change of clothes in his trunk? Wy
did he need extra antiseptic and a
trash bag?

Now Amanda sees the conplete picture, too.

ANMANDA
He wore the sweat suit for the rape
t hen changed into the fresh cl ot hes
afterwards. The trash bag was for
di tching the sweats.

STEVE
And the antiseptic was for any cuts
or scrapes he m ght have gotten in
t he attack.

MARK
Sara couldn't renenber where she'd
seen him before because she only
caught glinpses of himwhile he was
st al ki ng her.

Anot her possibility occurs to Steve.



STEVE
O she knew all al ong who he was
and killed him 1 think I'll check
if any of her sorority friends were
anong Tal i sker's victins.

MARK
Good i dea.
(then:)
Did you get anything on the other
passengers?

STEVE
Only one of themhas a record. Lou
Kupfer was arrested a couple tines
for public drunkenness. He's been in
and out of nental hospitals since
Vi et nam . .

MARK
That expl ai ns why he was calling for
a nmedi ¢ when he was having his
sei zure

Jesse rushes up, holding a file.

JESSE
| got big news. Dustin Wods' wfe
used to be a patient here.

STEVE
So0?

JESSE
Stick wwth ne for a sec. Ms. Wods
had a term nal case of cancer. Her
doctors believed the only hope of
savi ng her was a conpl ete bone nmarrow
transpl ant .

MARK
That's a very dangerous operation
no one is sure yet that it's worth
the ri sk.

JESSE
| guess that's why the insurance
conpany called it an "experinental
procedure" and refused to pay for
it. Guess which conpany.

ANMANDA
First Fidelity Casualty.
(then:)

That's where you heard of them before.

34.
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JESSE
Maybe Dustin Wods bl ames the
i nsurance conpany for his wife's
deat h...and nmade Tal i sker pay for
It.

STEVE
Looks |i ke was have no shortage of
suspect s.

MARK

And not much tine to unmask the killer
| can only keep these people here

for observation a few nore hours
before they get suspicious.

CUT TO
| NT. HOSPI TAL - WOODS' ROOM - NI GHT

Jesse cones into find Wwods in bed, alert, an IVin his
arm and a TUBE in his NOSTRI LS.

JESSE
Good-evening, M. Wods. |I'd ask you
how you're feeling, but I'mafraid
of the answer.

Jesse smles, perhaps hoping it will buy himsone good wll.
He guessed wrong.

WOODS
You shoul d be.

Jesse drops the smle and takes a deep breath.

JESSE
Yes, well, I'mafraid your injury
was worse than we thought.

WOCDS

Ch, what a surprise.

JESSE
We had to renove your spleen. But
t he operation was a conpl ete success,
and you should be out of here in
three or four days with no |l asting
conplications.

WOODS
Except for the thirty grand |I' m gonna
owe this hospital and the damn
i nsurance conpany for the rest of ny

life.
( MORE)



WOODS ( CONT' D)
(then:)
Well, the joke is on you. | don't
have a dine left. Wiy do you think
was on the bus in the first place?

JESSE
Because Fred Tal i sker was.

WOCODS
VWho the hell is he?

JESSE
A salesman for First Fidelity
Casualty. You were two seats behind
hi m

WOCDS
He's lucky | didn't know who he was
or would have wrung his neck.

JESSE
Too |late he's already dead.

Wods regards Jesse.

WOODS
And it nmust not have been an accident,
and the fact you're playing ganes
wi th me nmeans you know about ny w fe,
and think I got even.

Jesse shrugs.

WOCDS ( CONT' D)
What | said before was a figure of
speech. | didn't even know him

JESSE
But if you did, and you were follow ng
him the crash was a wonderfu
opportunity. Everyone was hurt. Hi s
death could be blanmed on the accident.
Who' d know t he difference?

WOCDS

| woul d.

(then:)
Because if | nurdered that guy I'd
be as bad as the insurance conpany
that killed nmy wife. Unlike doctors
and i nsurance conpani es, | have a
consci ence.

And on Jesse's | ook, we CUT TO
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| NT. DOCTORS LOUNGE - N GHT

Tanya is at a table, studying an MCAT prep guide. Roy enpties
the last dregs froma coffee pot into his cup as Aranda cones
in.

ANMANDA

Tell me that's not the end of the
pot .

Roy holds up the enpty carafe.

ROY
|"d offer to nake a new one, but
it'"s like driving friends to the
airport. Do it once, and it's your
job for life.

AMANDA
Tell me about it.

She starts to nake a new pot. Tanya | ooks up from her book.

TANYA
Don't mnd Roy. He was put on Earth
to reassure single wonen there are
wor se things than being wthout a

man.
ANMANDA
Yeah, they could be with Fred
Tal i sker.
TANYA

VWhat about hi nf?
Amanda notions them cl oser.

ANMANDA
Don't spread this around, but he was
a rapist.
(of f her shocked | o00k)
We have positive identification from
four wonen that he was the man who
attacked them

Tanya | ooks si ck.

TANYA
Four ?
ROY
(to Tanya)

Guess you can stop feeling so bad
about | osing hi mnow.
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TANYA
Yeah, now | can feel bad for trying
to save his mserable life in the
first place.

And with that, she | eaves. Roy shoots Amanda an apol ogetic
| ook.

ROY
She's been working real hard
|ately...and you struck a nerve.
They never caught the guy who attacked
her .

ANMANDA
You don't have to apol ogi ze for Tanya --
part of nme agrees with her.

ROY
Yeah, but you and ne, we know you
don't choose your patients.
(then, grins:)
Wsh | could. I would have gone for
the little whiplash case.

AMANDA
Mel ora Jackson?

ROY
That's her. Can't believe | didn't
even see her when | first got on
t hat bus.

Amanda' s i nterest perks up.

AMANDA
You didn't?

ROY
Tanya and | were the first EMIs in
after they pried open the doors, but
| nmust have gone right past her.

ANMANDA
When did you see Mel ora?

ROY
Wi | e Tanya was wor ki ng on Tal i sker,
| went up to help the driver. There
she was, under a seat.

That's the m ssing piece Amanda's been | ooking for. Her face
tightens with anger.

ANMANDA
Thanks.
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ROY
(for what?)
Anyti ne.

She heads for the door. He waits until she's gone, then pulls
out a THERMOS CARAFE and enpties the newWy-filled coffee pot
intoit, then heads for the door.

I NT. ER - EXAM ROOM - NI GHT

Amanda cones in to find Melora lying in bed in her hospital
gown. She puts on a synpathetic, concerned | ook as she
approaches the bed.

ANMANDA
How are you feeling?

VELCRA
Not too bad. As long as | don't nove
around nuch.

ANMANDA
That's good. I'mglad you're..
confortable.
Mel ora catches the tone in Amanda's voi ce. Sonething' s w ong.

VEL ORA
VWhat is it?

Amanda takes her hand and squeezes it gently.

ANMANDA
Melora, | need you to be very, very
br ave.

MVELORA
Why ?

ANMANDA
We got your tests back. It's... It's
your spine.

VELORA

What's ny spine?

ANMANDA
You' ve suffered serious trauna to
the second and third vertebrae. If
we don't operate imredi ately, the
slightest novenent could sever the
spi nal cord.

Melora i s shocked.

VELCRA
This can't be happeni ng.
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ANMANDA
| know how frightening it sounds.
But surgical techni ques have i nproved
tremendously in the |last few years.
There's nore than a thirty percent
chance you'll only suffer parti al
paral ysis after the operation.

Amanda takes out an ENORMOUS HYPODERM C. Mel ora stares at
it.
AMANDA ( CONT' D)
This is just to cal myou down. The

orderly will be along in a mnute to
take you to the OR

VELCRA
Cet that needl e away from ne!

ANMANDA
| understand you're afraid. But the
damage i s degenerative. Every mnute
we wait --

MVELCRA
There's nothing wong with ne!

ANMANDA
That's the tricky thing about spinal
cord damage often, there is no pain.

Amanda cones after her with the needle. Melora | eaps out of
bed.

MVELCRA
Look! There is no pain because there
is no damage! |'mfine!
Amanda sm | es.
ANMANDA
O course you are... because you

weren't on the bus when it crashed.
That' s why none of the other
passengers renenber seeing you

ra stops, realizing she's been tricked. She fixes Amanda

Me
Wi cold stare.

| ora

th a
VELCRA

The paranedi cs found ne there.

AMANDA
But not when they first got on. You
followed themin and | ay down under

t he seat.
( MORE)
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AVANDA ( CONT' D)

(then:)
City bus conpany. Soft tissue damage.
Pain and suffering... That's got to

be worth, what, half a mllion?
Mel ora gives up. She knows she's caught.

VELCRA
Easily.

ANMANDA
Don't | ook so di sappoi nted. You may
have | ost a fortune, but you m ght
have proved yourself innocent of
mur der .

Amanda turns and wal ks out. Melora | ooks after her, baffl ed.
DI SSOLVE TO

EXT. COVMUNI TY GENERAL - ESTABLI SHI NG - N GHT
| NT. HOSPI TAL - VARI QUS SHOTS - NI GHT

Thi ngs have sl owed down. In fact, outside the ER it's
practically deserted, as these various shots illustrate.

I NT. COVMWWUNI TY GENERAL - HOMELESS MAN' S ROOM - NI GHT

Lou lies in bed, an IV in EACH ARM gently struggling agai nst
his restraints, not hearing the FOOTSTEPS approachi ng him
Until his eyes flash open suddenly.

HOVELESS MAN
Medi ¢! Medi c!

But no one answers his call except the unseen person who's
about to stop themforever. A hand, in a SURG CAL G.OVE,
goes to one of the I'Vs and I NSERTS A SYRINGE into the line,
i njecting something QU CKLY.

I NT. ER - NI GHT
Steve, Amanda and Jesse are wal ki ng t oget her.

JESSE
You nean she saw the accident, and
instead of trying to help the victins,
she waited for the paranedics to
break into the bus so she could pul
off a scanf

STEVE
You' d be surprised how often that
ki nd of thing happens. But what she
did was fraud, and | can nake sure
she doesn't get away with it.
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JESSE
And instead she gets away with nurder
(off their |ooks:)
Maybe she's being very clever and
the real scamis the one she's playing
on us. What if she was one of
Tal i sker's victins?

ANMANDA
She went on the bus to help,
recogni zed Talisker, and killed him

STEVE
We buy her scam story and cl ear her
as a suspect.
(i mpressed, to Jesse:)
You' re becom ng as cynical as ny
f at her.

Jesse smles, flattered.

JESSE
Thank you, Steve.

That's when ORDERLI ES and a NURSE cone chargi ng down the
hal |, ROLLI NG a CRASH CART.

NURSE
Code 3!

Jesse, Amanda and Steve rush after themi nto:
| NT. HOVELESS MAN S ROOM - NI GHT

They enter to find Lou Kupfer lying still on the bed, his
besi de nonitor shows ventricular fibrulation with an
| NCESSANT, HI GH PI TCHED RING Nurse Reed is perform ng CPR

REED
He's full cardi opul nonary arrest.
Moni tor show ventricul ar fibrul ation.

JESSE
Ventilate, give nme the paddles. 200
Joul es.

Amanda takes over the CPR while Nurse Reed goes to
defibrillator. ANOTHER NURSE puts the mask on Kupfer and
conpresses the bag. Reed hands Jesse the paddles, who hol ds
t hem over Lou.

JESSE ( CONT' D)
Cl ear!

Everyone steps back, Jesse applies the paddles, JOLTI NG Lou,
but there is no change in his EKG
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JESSE (CONT' D)
Again. Let go up to 300.

He gl ances at Nurse Reed, sees the charge has reached 300,
and prepares to apply the paddl es agai n.

JESSE ( CONT' D)
Cl ear!

He JOLTS Lou again. No change. Jesse sighs and sets the
paddl es downs.

REED
Not hi ng, Doctor. Flatline.

Jesse takes over the CPR from Amanda. Jesse turns to Reed.

JESSE
One m |l egram of atropine, 100 ng of
| i docai ne, one anp of bicarb.

Reed gives the injection to Kupfer, but nothing happens.

AMANDA
He's not breathing, nonitor still
show flatline.

JESSE
One anp cal ci um

Reed gives the injection. Jesse continues the CPR, shooting
gl ances at the nmonitor. No change.

JESSE ( CONT' D)
I ntercardi ac i njection, ephinephine.

Reed hands hima syringe with a HUGE NEEDLE, which Jesse
pl unges into Kupfer's chest. But there is no change.

ANMANDA
He's not respondi ng, Jesse.

Amanda exam nes Kupfer's eyes.

AMANDA ( CONT' D)
Pupils are fixed and dil at ed.

JESSE
(to Reed:)
How | ong since the initial arrest?

REED
Fi fteen m nutes.

JESSE
W lost him

Jesse shares a | ook with Amanda and Steve.



JESSE ( CONT' D)
Time of death, 11:42 pm

And on their grimlooks, we FADE QOUT:
END OF ACT THREE

ACT FOUR
FADE | N:
I NT. COVMMUNI TY GENERAL - CORRI DOR - N GHT

Amanda catches up with Mark as he wal ks wearily down the
hal | .

ANMANDA
|'ve finished ny autopsy of Lou
Kupf ur .

MARK
Let nme guess -- he died of renal

failure from acute tubular necr osi s,
the result of severe bodily trauma
sustained in a bus accident.

ANMANDA
He probably woul d have, if the
overdose of dilantin didn't kill him
first.

MARK
Dilantin?

Mar k | ooks sick. Anmanda nods.

AMANDA
|"ve got to pass this along to the
hospital's oversight board for a
formal investigation.

MARK
| was the attendi ng physician, so
|"m blame for any failure in his
care.

ANMANDA

But you didn't adm nister the anti -
convul sant.

(then:)
Mar k, everyone knows how danger ous
dilantin can be if not adm nistered
perfectly. I"msure the board w |
take that into account when revi ew ng
a nurse's actions.
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MARK
It doesn't matter. He was ny patient,
my responsibility.

Mar k marches off, Amanda al ongsi de.
| NT. DOCTORS' LOUNGE - NI GHT

Nurse Reed stares down at a coffee cup she's too tired to
lift. Mark and Amanda stand over her.

REED
It's not possible.
MARK
Nancy, you told nme how tired you

wer e.
(then, urging her on:)
You don't need to worry about

reprisals -- no matter what m st akes
were made, |'mtaking responsibility
for it.

REED
|"ve got five kids, Mark. |'m used

to being tired. I"'mnot going to OD
a patient just because |'ve had a
| ong shift.

Amanda and Mark share a | ook.

ANMANDA
Even with the prescribed dosage,
dilantin can be fatal if it's sinply
injected too fast.

She | ooks up angrily.

REED
Don't you think I know that?

MARK
Nancy, no one's trying to blane you.

REED
I am | keep going over those
procedures in ny head a hundred tines,
trying to figure out what | did wong.
And there isn't anything.

ANMANDA
How can you be sure?

REED
| checked his IV and gave himtwo
grans of dilantin at 11:25. He was
stable when | left.
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She | ooks at Mark, confused.

ANMANDA
But Lou didn't go code blue unti
11:40... alnost twenty mnutes |ater.
MARK

And a dilantin OD woul d be fat al
al nost i mredi atel y.

REED
I"'mtelling you, he was fine when
left his room

MARK
(to Amanda)
Can you hold off on that report for
a few hours?

ANMANDA
Sur e.

MARK
(to Nurse Reed:)
| want a | ook at Kupfer's IV.

CUT TO
I NT. COVMMUNI TY GENERAL - NURSES STATION - N GHT

Mel ora, back in her street clothes, cones down the hall,
checking around to nmake sure she isn't being watched. She
heads straight for the elevator and presses the button several
times. Finally, it dings. She smles, knowi ng she's free.
Until the doors slide open, revealing Steve.

STEVE
Don't tell ne you're | eaving so soon
Ms. Jackson

MVELORA

What's it to you?

STEVE
You know who has to cover your
hospital bills if you skip out w thout
payi ng? The taxpayers.

VELCRA
Wite your congressnman.

She heads into the elevator. He bl ocks her way.

STEVE
Frankly, | can think of many better
uses for those tax dollars. Like

payi ng ny sal ary.



He fl ashes H S BADGE. She bl anches.

VELCRA
| haven't done anyt hi ng.

STEVE
| bet I could come up with a couple
of charges if |I put my mind to it.

MVELORA
Fine with nme. False arrest is al nost
as lucrative as pain and suffering.

STEVE
But real arrest can be a major pain
in the butt. And | have a feeling
you' d rather not go through that
after your traumatic experience on
t he bus.

SHE THINKS | T THROUGH, THEN

VELCRA
What do you want ?

STEVE
Just to know what you saw before you
were so grievously injured.

VELORA
You nean the crash?

STEVE
After that.

VELORA

| | ooked in a window. Mst of the
people were lying on the floor. They
| ooked pretty badly hurt.

STEVE
Did you see the honel ess man?

VELCRA
Yeah, he was really out of it. |
remenber because he had fallen on
top of this guy in a sweat suit.

Steve, suddenly very interested, pulls out a picture of
Tal i sker.

STEVE
s this hinf

MVELORA
Yeah. Sweat suit was struggling hard
to sit up, but he was having trouble
( MORE)
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She glares at him and nmarches down the hall.

MELORA ( CONT' D)
getting out fromunder the honel ess
guy.

STEVE
VWhat t hen?

VELCRA
Ambul ance showed up, so | hid unti
t he paranedi cs broke the glass with
a rock and opened the door. Once
they were inside, | slipped in and
hid under the first seat.

STEVE

What did you see after that?
VELCRA

The back of ny eyelids. | was under

a seat with ny eyes cl osed.

The el evator arrives. He bl ocks her way again.

MELORA ( CONT' D)
| thought we had a deal, | tell you
what you want to know, you don't
arrest nme.

STEVE
We do.

Steve notions to the hallway.

STEVE ( CONT' D)

The accounting office is down the
hall. After you settle up with them
you're free to go.

(then:)
Though you nay need hospitalization
when you see how expensive an MR
can be.

And on Steve

wat ching after her, we CUT TGO
| NT. PATHOLOGY - NI GHT

48.

Mark peers at a section of the IV tube under the M CROSCOPE

MARK

This is the line fromKupfer's bicarb

| V.

ANMANDA
What are you | ooking for?

MARK
That .
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Mark | eans back and offers Amanda the scope. She peers into
it.

AMANDA
Crystallization.
(then, stunned:)
Soneone injected the dilantin into
t he sodium bicarb IV

MARK
And because the two substances are
totally inconpatible, it caused
crystallization.

ANMANDA
| can't believe that soneone as
experienced with anti-convul sants as
Nancy Reed woul d make a m stake |i ke
that, no matter how tired she was.

MARK
Neither do | -- which neans that Lou
Kupf er was nurder ed.

INT. ER - NI GHT

Mar k, Amanda and Jesse are gathered at a nurse's station as
Steve rushes up to them

STEVE
| was able to catch Mel ora Jackson
before she left the building - again.
Bud Fl anek, Dustin Wods, and Sara
G | bey are all under guard.

ANMANDA
| can understand why one of them
want ed Fred Talisker dead, but why
mur der Lou Kupfer?

MARK
We know from Mel ora that Lou was
besi de Talisker after the crash. MW
guess is, when the killer nurdered
Tal i sker, he assumed Lou was dead.
When it turned out Lou wasn't, the
killer couldn't take the chance he
m ght make an |D.

JESSE
But Lou was dying and delirious --
when he wasn't out cold, he was having
'Nam f |l ashbacks, scream ng for a
medic. He wasn't a threat to any of
t hem

Mark turns and | ooks at Jesse.
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MARK
You're right. He wasn't.

JESSE
Huh?

Sonmet hing is dawning on Mark as the ER doors open, and Tanya
and Roy wheel in a WOVAN, 50s, wearing a HOUSE DRESS, her
FOOT WRAPPED I N GAUZE. Jesse and a nurse go to greet them

JESSE ( CONT' D)
What happened to her foot?

ROY
Her dog was bl ocking the TV and
woul dn't nove. So she kicked him
Fido didn't appreciate it.

Jesse takes the woman's arm from Tanya and gl ances at Roy.

JESSE
Gve ne a hand, we'll take her to
exam r oom t wo.

As they go off, Tanya turns to Mark.

TANYA
And that, |adies and gentlenen, is
the end of another shift. At | east
it ended a lot easier than it started.

MARK
Now you' re going home to get a good
ni ght's sl eep.

TANYA
| wish | could, but I've got to hit
t he books and get sone studying in.

MARK
So you haven't had a chance to figure
out which of Jesse's three questions
you got w ong?

TANYA
Wth everything that's been going on
tonight, | haven't had a free nonent.
MARK

That's a shanme, because you got it
wrong agai n.

Tanya | ooks at him confused.

TANYA
| don't under st and.



51.

MARK
How much anti-convul sant can nix in
an can you mx in a bicarb IV
sol ution?

TANYA
20 m || e-equival ents.

MARK
The correct answer is none they are
i nconpatible. If you' d studied up,
maybe you woul dn't have nade the
sanme m st ake when you nurdered Lou
Kupf er.

Tanya | ooks over at Amanda and Steve, who are staring at
her .

TANYA
Who' s Lou Kupfer?

STEVE
He's the honel ess man who saw you
mur der Fred Tal i sker.

MARK
Lou wasn't calling for a nedic --
he was pointing to the killer. The
paranedi c. You

TANYA
| tried to save Talisker, you saw
nme.
Mar k shakes hi s head.
MARK
That's what had ne fool ed.

(then:)
The passengers were | ocked inside
the bus, so | figured the nurder had
to happen in the five mnutes before
you arrived. A crinme of opportunity.
(then:)
VWhat | never considered was that the
mur der m ght have happened after you
arrived that the opportunity was

yours.
TANYA
This is crazy | didn't even know
hi m
MARK

But you'd seen him before, when you
wer e mugged, beaten... and raped.



AVMANDA
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The man who did that to you was never

caught . ..
MARK

Until tonight, until you saw his

face again, on that bus.

Tears starts to stream down her cheeks. Jesse and Roy cone
out of the examroom shocked, having heard enough to know

what's happeni ng here..
TANYA

| still had the brick in

nmy hand. . .

the one | used to break the glass on

t he bus door. And when

saw him..it

all canme back to ne, every second of

it.
(then:)

He didn't deserve to live... not

after what he did to ne...

t hose ot her wonen.

AVANDA

to all

What about Lou Kupfer? What did he
ever do to you? To anyone?

TANYA

He was going to die any way... what
| did, it didn't really nmake a

difference, did it?
(to Mark, pleading:)
Tel |l her.

Mar k | ooks away.

TANYA ( CONT' D)

Pl ease. ..

Steve steps forward and gently takes her arm

her | didn't

STEVE

You have the right to remain silent.
TANYA

Dr. Sloan, please, tel

really kill him..
STEVE

Anyt hi ng you say can and w || be
hel d against you in a court of |aw...

Steve | eads her away. And on Mark,

t he weight of this sad

victory heavy on his soul, we DI SSOLVE TGO



I NT. ER -

Conpared to the events of the |ast evening,

DAY

53.

the ERis calm

Amanda is at the desk when DEL HARRI S, coach of the LAKERS,

cones in.
Del hol ds
She gi ves

DEL
Excuse ne, I'd like to see Dr. Sl oan.
AMANDA

Can | tell himwhat this is regarding?
up an envel ope.

DEL
Yeah, |'mDel Harris. A friend of
mne told me how Dr. Sloan m ssed
the Laker ganme last night. | canme by
to offer himsone tickets to the
next gane.

ANMANDA
|'"'msure he's not interested in your
"offer." Good day.

DEL
Two tickets, right on the floor.
Best seats in the house.

hima col d | ook.

ANMANDA
|"m sure they are.
(then:)
This is a hospital energency room
M. Harris, not the stadi um parking
lot. Scalp your tickets sonmewhere
el se.

DEL
No, you've got it all wong. I'm
gi ving them away.

ANMANDA
Real ly? Well, in that case..

She snatches the envel ope fromhimand tears it

then in half again, letting the pieces fall on the floor.

Del shakes his head and | eaves.

AMANDA ( CONT' D)
guess there will be no charge,
Il

I
Wi t here?

cone up behind her.

in half,

and

That's when Mark and Steve
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STEVE
(to Mark:)
Did you see hinf

AMANDA
Unbel i evable, isn't it?

MARK
(to Steve:)
What was he doi ng here?

AMANDA
That's what | said.

STEVE
| magi ne the coach of the Lakers was
right here in Community General

MARK
Thi nk we coul d have gotten a couple
tickets from hinf

STEVE
Dr eam on, Dad.

And as Mark and Steve continue on their way, Amanda dives
down and picks up the torn pieces...and as she starts taping
t hem back together, we FADE QOUT.

THE END
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